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A clear Diſcovery of all the various Tricks "Hy 
and Frauds that are daily practiced in that 
great City. Among many of which, are the - - 
following, viz. Higbꝛuaymen, or Scamps, | 
Sharpers, Gamblers, Kidnappers, . WV aggon- 

:. hunters). Md 5778 Arb. Rn \\Setters, . 

8 Frien dock Huftzons, Regiſter- 
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HE deſcriptions and admonitions 
contained in the following ſheets - 


. dictated by one who has ſorely ex- 


perienced the fatal effects of an enſnaring 


town 1n his own family. | 
Ff a ſiſter allured into deſtrückion, and 


brother, brought to a ſhameful end, 
even after a virtuous education, through 


the bewitching wiles of thoſe who lay in 


wait to deceive, may be deemed Ee ; 


"motives to excite averſion to the baſe © 
cauſes, the author thinks apology for 


this undertaking wholly needleſs. 


A man cannot evince his regard to his 


ern, in a ftronger manner, 
than by warning them of dangerous 


courſes, and directing them towards thoſe, 
Which lead to virtue and happineſs. | 
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As, in a natural ſenſe; guiding the 


blind, and informing the ignorant are 


eſteemed the moſt exalted acts of hu- 
manity; ſo in a moral one, to point out 
to the innocent and unwary, the traps 


that are laid for them, and into which, 


if they fall, the moſt fatal conſequences 
will ie | ; mult be allowed the higheſt 
inſtance of benevolence. _ 

A young perſon trained under the eye 
of an affectionate parent, accuſtomed to 


- lober company, and chaſte and innocent 


in converſe, generally attracts the diſpoſi- 
tions of thoſe, amongſt whom he lives; 
and if he has not been much abroad 
into a buſy, and enſnaring world, is apt 
to believe, that thoſe honeſt, downright 
principles, which influence. his actions, 
are generally prevalent with the N of 


mankind. . 


Though to be ignorant of the various 
forms of fraud and deceit practiſed in 
this buſy ſcene of things, may be deemed 
ſome part of the happineſs of rural life; 
yet if the unexperienced countryman 
embarks in this maze of perplexity, 


„without caution againſt its various chica- 


neries, that very ignorance. may e 
his bane. . 
The 


. \ F 


town, to the ruin. of thouſands of in- 


5 of diſconſolate parents. 


vicious and abandoned characters of 5 
both ſexes, under deſtined heads, where- 


their deteſtable practices, and to which 
will be ſubjoined the moſt expedient 
methods, to avoid their perniciotis ef. 
fects. 55 


C) | 
The def of this little undertaking 
is to exhibit to the view of the honeſt 


though unexperienced countryman, a pic- 
ture of low-life that is daily acted in this 


| 
' 
| 
| 
' 


nocent youth, and diſtreſs of thouſands 


To render our plan more perceptible 
to the reader, we ſhall range the various 


in will be given a ſuccinct account of 


” 

4 i 
_ by 
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The author, to exempt wimſelr from 


any injurious imputation he might other- 
wiſe incur from being acquainted with 


every minute circumſtance of ſuch hor- 


rid ſcenes, thinks proper to inform the .. 
ingenuous reader, that they were com- 
municated to him, by an unhappy bro- * 


ther, who had been actor in man of, 
them, and ſpectator i in all. 

Affected by their influence on ſauncar 
a relative, and dreading their dire ef 


| fects on others, he thinks it incumbent 
on AR as a debt of humanity thus to 


expoſe 


5 


5 


| : (ir 0 5 : 
1 tho Fallacies, that as: fo 
many not only of dheir reputation, but 


their very lives. ; 


As his. intention is-honeſt, he hopes 
- httle inaccuracies. will -be overlooked, 
_ _ reſpeciallyzas his labours are not calou- 
lated for the peruſal: of the carping cri- 


tic, but the plain honeſt man, Who hates 


every thing which is baſe, and will there- 
fore .readily embrace what may be of- 
red to enable him to detect and avoid 
At. Wn. 

Regardleſs, e e Foes of 
„ * ol] wits, - or the ridicule of the a- 
bandoned, he will efteem it an ample 
compenſation for the pains he has be- 


ſtowed on this trifle; if it happily tends | 
to the detection and deſtruction of one 


vice, ar gofence and n £101 "of one 
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5 we have undertaken to NEST the 

A $5 countryman of all ranks to London, 
we begin with the character 1 

N EF” highwaymen or ſcamps ; ; in order to 

aſſiſt him in avoiding them in * Warder 

£ thither. 


* 4 


. 


HIGHWAYMEN or scAMPS. 


* ay 


# HES E are enemy e that have * 
| been accuſtomed to extravagant living, Y 
. and lewd women, and thus exhauſted their ſub- 
ſtance. If ſucceſsful in buſineſs, they appear as 
gentlemen, and get acquainted with the offlers. © 
on the road, and ſome landlords to obtain in- 
J telligence. Gentlemen travellers frequently call 
for the landlord to take 5 glaſs with them ; and 
J in | 


4 
En 


* 


* 


| . thoſe who, * to the common phraſe, 


4 3 95 


in the courſe of converſation dhe what a 
or notes they have, and where they lie, the 
road they are going, and the inn they uſe.. 
When Mr. Scamp comes, he calls for a bot- 
tle or bowl, and aſks, what news! when, per- 
haps, the landlord, undeſignedly, informs him 


that ſuch or ſuch company are in the houſe, who 


have given intelligence concerning various par- 


ticulars, which he repeats if time permits. 


For theſe reaſons many gentlemen are purſued 


on the road, though more are met by chance. 
Fe Highwaymen generally croſs you before they 
fſualute; but I adviſe all gentlemen travellers, not 
to divulge. what ſubſtance they have with them 
to any landlord or oftler, eſpecially within forty 


miles of London ; as they generally diſcover all 
the information they can Bet, 1 8 through 
ignorance or . AED 


FF 


{54 
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LY 


BESE are the more l as e Tor 
them are men of reputable extraction, to- 
terable education, and decent appearance; but 
through vicious purſuits have ſquandered their 
fortunes, and loſt their reputation. They range 
the town in the garb, and under the character 


of gentlemen of independant fortunes; and make | 


it their buſineſs to find out young heirs of much 


| wealth, and leſs prudence, who having left their | 
rural abo es, and being captivated with the no- 


velty of a town life, often affect the company 
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are ſaid to now life. They commonly reſort 
the billiard table, the cockpit, the race courſ-, 
the tennis court, and bowling-green; in the 
reſpective games belonging to which they are 
generally well verſed, by a long, and once 
coſtly experience. % 

1 been, as they call it, taten in them 
ſelves, they falſly infer their right to take in 
others; and accordingly turn their whole minds 
to that baſe purpoſe. Conſtant practice teaches 
them almoſt at a glance to diſcern the game- 
ſter from the ca#e, as they texm it; and ſuch 

a one is no ſooner entered their place of reſort, 
but they deviſe means to draw him in for the 
plate; and generally ftrip his pockets before he 
departs. So fallacious are they, that they will, 
even under the maſk of friendſhip, draw an 
unguarded, generous man into the moſt deſ- 
tructiye meaſures, and ſhare” with their baſe 
confederates the product of their treachery, 

If you hazard your money in bets with a 
ſharper, as cheating is his inſeparable qualifi- 
cation, you have not only blind chance to deal 
with, but ſuch a combination of deceit, and _ 
ſuch a train of tricks and flights linked together, 
that even good fortune itſelf is not ſufficient to 
guard and ſecure you againſt them. Nay, if you 

could ariſe to a degree of eminence in any 
particular game, he would even then deviſe 
means, either by working up your paſſion, or 
eluding your inſpeCtion, to fruſtrate your point, 

and carry his own. AE” 

He will inveigle you, from time to time, 

into one ſport or another, amongſt others of his 
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Lwtn„ )o 
clan, who are adepts in diſſimulation, till they 
have genteely fleeced you of perhaps your all, 
and treat you afterwards with as much indif- 
ference, as he at firſt affected reſpect. When 
you can no longer adminiſter to his iniquitous 
purpoſes, he will not only deſert you, but 


make a ſcoff of your inexperience and credu- 
| Hity. To ſum up the character of a ſharper; he 


is one, who ſupplies his exigencies by ſtudying 
and practiſing every means, that may deceive 
the credulous, allure the inexperienced, trapan 
the ignorant, and miſlead the well-diſpoſed. 
His conſcience is ſeared, as it were, with a 


| Hot iron, he is regardleſs of the laws of God 


and man, as far as is conſiſtent with his ſecurity, 
and is ſo abſorbed in vice, that he is inſuſcep- 


tible of every humane or honourable fenti- 


ment. To avoid the fatal effects of connection 
with theſe ſnakes in the graſs, if you have no 


acquaintance in town, be very cautious of keep- 
ing company. If any one behaves with extra- 


ordinary civility towards you, or affects to de- 


fire your friendſhip, beware of him, liſten not 


to his enticements, for as you are a ſtranger to 
him, his defire of cultivating an acquaintance 


with you muſt ariſe from baſe or ſelfiſh views. 


If you are accoſted in the ſtreet, park, or any 


place of public reſort in the ordinary way of 
converſe, concerning the topic of the time, | 


or any incidental. ſubject, affect either 
not to hear, or turn aſide. This is a very 
common method of proceeding with thoſe gen- 
Rn - 25 ; 5 
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In ſhort, take nothing on truſt, nor make any 
acquaintance till aſſured of their way of life and 
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7 4 


if- moral character. #- | 
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ne 3 are lazy vagrants of ruined charac- 
1 ters, who are employed to trapan igno- 
S rant, unſuſpecting men to enter into the ſer- 
vice of the merchants, or in time of war into 
d the army or navy. They haunt night-houſes, 
"2 petty ale houſes, and the ſkirts of the town, 
Re Their uſual method, is to accoſt a-countryman . 
in the common manner of ſalutation, and if 
Y» poffible inveigle him into a houſe to drink. If 
3 poor John catches at the bait, they then put 
te liquor about, briſkly, and if they find it 
= begins to operate, they queſtion him concern- 
2 © ing the time of his being in town, the pro- 
5 feſſion he follows, or intends to follow, &c. 
4 If he has been bred to any trade, they intimate 
* to him the ſuperiority of a gentleman ſoldier's 
" life, who is in the road both to fortune and pre- 
8 ferment; if of no trade and in queſt of a 
is place of ſervice, © they aſſure him they will 


is provide him every requiſite for a gentleman 

A without the drudgery of menial life. It is very 
common at their places of rendezvous, to have 
b two or three fellows attired in ſerjeant's regi- 
" mentals, who are ready to afſure them of 


their ſpeedy preferment, and that they need 
not doubt of the fame, When he becomes in- 
toxicated, they * ſlip money into his 
1 5 pocket, 


pocket, and in an hour or two -afterwards,” . 
ſalute him as a brother ſoldier; if the poor 
Countryman diſcovers any ſurprize at this ſa- 
lutation, they then apply to their perjured 
comrades, who are ready to atteſt his accepta- 
tion of Founty=-money in conſideration of inliſt- 
ing; and to prove it, he is referred to his own. 
feeling. The aſtoniſhed innocent then puts 
his hand into his pocket, if capable, finds the; 
money, and is ſtruck with amazement. If the. 
liquor operates according to the baſe deſire of 
thoſe, who adminiſter it, they ſave themſelves. 
further trouble after they have palmed the 
money on the unſuſpecting man, by convey- 
ing him to bed, locking the door of the 
room, and leaving him to his morning reflec- 
tions. 15 „ = 
The reader may readily conceive the aſtoniſh- 
ment of the honeſt countryman,' when he 
awakes in a ſtrange place, finds a cockade in 
his hat, or the money in his pocket. In vain 
he expoſtulates with the mercileſs myrmidon, 
who is ready to ſwear it was an act of his free 
will, and if he defires to be exempted from the 
obligation, he muſt come down ſomething hand- 
ſome. Thus the poor, harmleſs, boneſt man 
is trapanned either into a ſtate of ſlavery (for 
4 in many caſes it is no better) or obliged 
IT] to purchaſe bis deliverance at an extortionate 
17 ie, * 1 . 5 8 
This is the common method, in which theſe 
enſlavers of the unwaty commonly proceed; 
and ſuch the too general uence of 
1 „„ E 5” new 
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their vile crafts, and the credulity of i nexperi- 
enced youth. -—_ | * 
To caution you againſt theſe ſeducers of 

the unthinking, obſerve that many of them 
dreſs. in the garb of officets, and ſtand often 
at the door of an alehouſe in order to -accoft - 
paſſers by; ſome of them appear in other garbs, 
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and their buſineſs is to allure you to the houſe, 


where the principal villain is ready to receive you. 


The firſt you may know by his dreſs, the latter 


you may ſuſpect from his impertinent addreſs; 
you have therefore only to remember theſe deſ- 
criptions, and avoid whatever tally in the 

leaſt with them. * | 14 


5 5 
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, HOUGH theſe are included, as well as 


many others we ſhall mention, under the 
character of ſharpers, we think it neceſſary to 
our purpoſe to conſider them ſeparately, in or- 
der to diſcover to our honeſt readers their va- 


rious tricks and reſources ; for the better diſ- 


covery of them, and their ſurer eſcape. 


8. we before obſerved, they are verſed in 


moſt games practiſed by men of principle for 
diverſion only; we ſhall point out their va- 


rious methods of cheating, trapanning, and 


deluding the unwary, and inexperienced ; and 
begin with the morning diverſion of Tennis. 

his is a manly and active diverſion, ſkill in 
which is not to be acquired, without conſidera- 


ble practice and expence, and therefore well 
5 adapted 
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| adapted to the fraudulent purpoſes of Gamb · 


It. = 1 
If a country gentleman, allured by curioſity, 
goes to the tennis court, gets into the Dan, 
among the gentry that come there to bet, and 
declares his ignorance by aſking any queſtions, 


the word is immediately given out, that a ſquire's 


come. Soon after two or three of the moſt ex- 
pert in the gang, come up towards him in or- 


der, as they pretend, to let him into the nature 


of the game. After he has liſtened to them 
ſome time with aſtoniſhment, they infinuate to 
him that tis all even and odd, a perfect lot- 
tery; that he may venture his money on either 
fide, for the players then in, are as equally 
matched as poſſible. They then concert mat- 
ters ſo, that perhaps he wins a guinea or two, 
which induces him to think this a very fair game, 
as ftrangers can win money by it at firſt ſight. 
The ftranger thus allured by ſucceſs, the 
match is finiſhed, and another ſet prepared to 
ſtep into court, that will be ſure to do his 
bufineſs. The by-ftanders tell him *tis all equal 
now too, and that he'll ſoon ſee theſe gen- 
tlemen make better play than the former; they 
then offer him his choice; if he complies, and - 


they have taken him in as far as the thing will 
conveniently bear at that time, the ſign is 


given to the players, that they may manage 
their parts. When the ſet is over, which is 


commonly played with the utmoſt ſpirit, and 
with the greateſt equality that can be, they 
then with ſome little ſham-quarrels about ad- 
juſting the odds agree upon another, Here 


they 
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they accoſt the ſtranger again, inſinuating that 
though he had the misfortune to take the 
wrong fide laſt time, twas a tight match, and 


* 


no body could tell who had the beſt of it till 


the advantage game. To draw him on ſtill 
further, they again offer him his choice, aſſur- 


ing him they covet not to carry off his money. 
In this manner the unguarded, deluded coun» 


try gentleman is drawn on from ſet to ſet, 


and from ſmall bets to great ones, till they 
have fuck him as they call it, and then, ac- 
cording to their language, they ſeldom part 


with him, till they ſend him away /weet.and 


clean. In moſt of theſe matches, there is either 
a bribed marker, ſome gentleman that has firſt 
loſt his eſtate and then his honour gar lome- 


ſcoundrel that had never eſtate nor hond tt 


acquired the game by conſtant attendance om _ 


the courts. There are many in town whe 
live meerly upon the tennis court; and theſe _ 
have ſuch a perfect notion of a ſet, and ſo 
many intricate methods of turning their bets, 
that a perſon muſt be naturally acute, as well 
as inured to the game by long experience, be- 
fore he can be an adept in it. Upon the whole, 
I can honeſtly aſſure the country gentleman, 
that if he chances to fall in among..them, - 
they'll cheat him if they can; if they cannot 
draw him on to bet, they'll endeavour to entice | 
him to ſome other houſe or game, and tis 
odds if he leaves them in the ſame plight. of 
pocket as he found them. 

BOWLING, as well as tennis, was former - 


iy a game for few but gentlemen; but is now 


become 


— 


— 


* „%% To 
become too much a trade for cheats and 
ſharpers. If thoſe who live by this game get 
a ſtranger to engage with them hand to hand, 
though the moſt expert bowler, they'll deviſe 

ſome means to defraud him. Some will croſs 
the ground upon him; others will bawl to him 
juſt upon the delivery of his bowl, or confound 
him with impertinent advice, to make him for- 
get his lengths. Perhaps one of the gang will 
pretend to have betted on his ſide, and ſo a- | 
muſe him with giving him falſe: ground. If 
theſe tricks fail and the ſtranger appears a maſ- 
ter of the game, there is a perſon ready to 
claim a right to the bowls then in hand; this 
affords them an opportunity to put falſe ones 
into his hand, either back- biaſſed, pegged, or 
loaded; or to foſter on him ſome device, that 
will anſwer their purpoſe in the end. By what 
I T have urged concerning the games of Tennis 
and Bowls, I mean not to diſſuade any perſon 
from the practice of them, as they are both 
manly and innocent amuſements of themſelves; 
but to caution the unwary from the ſnares 
of gamblers who proſtitute them to their 
fraudulent purpoſes by picking the pockets 
of the honeſt, but unguarded country-gen- 

: a6 %%%; fP P!!! 

Io avoid theſe, never viſit a Tennis Court 
or Bovling- green, without ſtrict . enquiry - 
into the company, who ordinarily frequent 
them; and then it would be beſt to take a 

friend with you, who is accuſtomed to the ways 
of the town. N PL TS 
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 COCKFIGHTING, though an ancient cuſ- 
tom, and practiſed by the nobility and gen- 
try of this kingdom, is a ſcandalous and bar- 
barous diverſion, and reflects a diſgrace on hu- 
man nature; permit me, therefore, to diſſuade - 
my readers in general from even appearing © 
in ſuch ſcenes of cruelty, in which are ever 
practiſed the moſt notorious villainies, and 
which are fit for the attendance of Gamdlers 


alone. 

HORSE. RACING may at firſt view be 
ſuppoſed within the compaſs of the country= - 
man's knowledge, but I apprehend I can diſ- 
cover many tricks in that diverſion, to which 

the greater part are utter ſtrangers. It is cer- 
tain, theſe are all frequented by a number of 
London Gamblers, who take the rout from one 
courſe to another throughout the kingdom'; 
and have ſtudied the various means of fraud in 
this branch of ſport, as a tradeſman does his 
art or profeſſion. It is often in theſe matehes 
pre- concerted, who is to be winner, by which 
means thouſands are taken in. Gamblers get- 
ting together, pretend to make a mighty buftle, 
and to be very ſanguine for this or the other. 
„ - Horſe, by which means by-ſtanders are often 
induced to bet and looſe their money, as they 
know the the winner before they come into 
the courſe, Sometimes at a fair match, when 
judgment can only decide the wagers, one of 
the clan, having made a bet, another ſteps up, 
and the money by conſent of parties is de- 
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poſited in his hands. If the match goes in 
favour of the fair ſportſman, away piques 
- 33 op op . 
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he kiddy with the money. The ſtranger ſtares, 
the gambler ſwears, but all to no purpoſe; 
the former muſt put up with the loſs, and the 
latter links off with a hypocritical concern for 
being acceſlary to the money's being depo- 
fited in the hands of a rogue, having taken 
down the reſidence of the deluded man, and 
promiſed on detection of the bilk, to give him 
immediate notice. To inſure yourſelf from 
this kind of cheat, it is beſt not to make any 
betts; or only trifling ones, with thofe of your 
acquaintance. „„ ” 

BILLIARDS is a genteel ingenious game, 
and requires much dexterity and practice; but 
like others is perverted by Gamblers. I venture 
to affirm there are more idle fellows live by 
this kind of diverſion in London, than by any 
other; and the reaſon is evident; becauſe it 
is more practiſed, Theſe by hovering over 
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tables from morning to night acquire in time 


aà tolerable proficiency in the game; as well 
as a knowledge of the various frauds practiſed 
in it. When a ſtranger enters the room, 

they all, to uſe their own phraſe, fag him, 
and can ſoon, if he ſpeaks concerning the ſub- 
ject, diſcern if he is a pidgeon. By a pidgeon 
pr a perſon, who is either a novice at 
the game, or an obſtinate, conceited fool, wha 
will play with a ſuperior to gratify his own 
vanity. If they cannot by propoſing great 
odds get the novice to play, they will draw 
him on to bet, and as at tennis, let him win 
three or four times, till at length the tables 

turn upon him and he is decently fleeced of 
15 . | | ” > Dis 
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his caſh, The obſtinate, vain man general- 
ly ſerves theic turn better than even the no- 
vice. He thinks, becauſe he has been deemed 
an adept, at a table reſorted by gentlemen 
and tradeſmen for their diverſion only, he is a 
match for any player, and therefore to ſpread 
his fame, viſits different tables. But Tuch a 
one cannot but be a dupe to his own vanity, 
and a pidgeon to the Gambler ; becauſe the skill 
of the former is only the reſult of play ing oc- 
caſionally for his amuſement, while that of the 
latter is the effect of daily practice and ſtu- 
dy, as his ſole livelihood. The country gen- 
tleman, when in town, may avoid the ſnares _ 
of Gamblers at the game of Billiards, by 
_ declining all betts, and all play with ftran- 


gers. „„ a pr 
GAMING HOUSES, Beſides the various 
- BE - ſports, proſtituted to the fraudulent purpoſes 


of this infamous clan, there are houſes in this 
town ſet apart for that vile uſe, Theſe are 
receptacles for all forts of Gameſters, and very 
convenient nurſeries to train up youngſters, 
and qualify them to play away their eſtates 
when they come into their hands. The adepts 
at theſe houſes pretend to proceed by mathe- 
matical rules, and the doctrine of proportion, | 
and that all things are therefore carried fairly |} 
and ſquarely amongſt them; but many of them | 
have been detected in the vileſt frauds. Har- 
| 

| 


zard is their chief game; and they have (if 
Gamblers) a ſort of falſe dice, that are cut and 
ſtamped ſo exactly like the true, and withal 4 
marked with the ſame 8 that it is a” Eo 
4 So. Lv 
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for ſtrangers, that do not ſuſpect the cheat, to 
diſcover it. Theſe the box - keeper has com- 
monly in readineſs, to put forth on a ſign gi- 
ven. When they have got a gentleman, whom 
they deſign to roo in among them, while 
ſome are ſharping him out of his money with- 
in, others are tampering with his ſervants with- 

out, to find out his circumſtances and the place 
of his reſidence in town. If they find his effects 
will inſure them, and that he is a perſon, who 
may be ventured on, as ſoon as they perceive 


he has loſt his ſtock, one of the gang calls him 


aſide, and after telling him of his gentee] ap- 
pearance, and generous. ſpirit, to prevent his 
being expoſed, offers him five or ten pieces. 


If he accepts of the favour, he tells him the 


cuſtom, in ſuch caſes, is to take nine for ten, 
and to allow him a call upon a good hand. 


When this is loſt too (as it always is in a little 


time) then they conclude he's fixt. The gen- 
tleman who has done him the favour to cheat 


him of his money invites him to the tavern, 
(under pretence of civility,) and when they 


have decoyed him thither, the perſon that did 
bim the extraordinary ſervice to lend him the 


ten pieces, is ſent for. He, in the mean time, 


has made up a new purſe, and is ready to 


credit him with the other ten till next morning, 


if he is diſpoſed to try his luck. If he conſents, 
that likewiſe is ſoon loſt, and what reſoufce 
has he then? his worthy friend has no more caſh 


about him; but declares it as his opinion, 


that ſince they have won the gentleman's rea- 
dy money, they ought to give him a caſt or two 
EE = | „„ upon 
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) upon honour, With much ſeeming reluctances 

: this is complied with. Thus begins the fatal 
cataſtrophe; if they think he has too much re- 
gard for his reputation, or too much modeſty _ 
to make uſe of the ſtatute for his defence, or is | 


1 

unwilling that the town ſhould know he has 

been a bubble; then they ſtick him ſo deep, 

i that he muſt cut off a limb of his eſtate to de- 

i liver himſelf from their clutches. I have been 

| particular in defining this ſpecies of Gamblers, | 

| as they are of all others moſt injurious to ſo- | 

K ciety, both from their deceitful appearance, and 

their views being directed ro country gentlemen - 
of property, This very relation of their infa- 5 
mous proceedings we deem a ſufficient caution 

> ta ages them,” 2 nin ef ano nn 


S ET T ERG. 


E sk are ſervile, deſpicable wretches, ca- 
pable of every action baſe and ſordid; 
ſach as inſinuation, flattery, hypocriſy, diſ- 
ſimulation, and whatever may contribute to 4 
their flagitious purpoſes. All the villainies and 
cheats in nature unite in their abject minds, and 
| | + they ſtand ever ready to. proſecute advan- 
tageous miſchief. Their common employ is to 
Watch the motions of young heirs, to draw and 
trapan them into mean and unequal matches, 
and impoſe upon them jilts and Whores for wo- 
men of character and fortune. This they prae- 
tice with ſuch art and dexterity ; that it is al- 
moſt impoſſible, if you once fall into their ma- 
„„ „ nagement, 
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nagement, to eſcape from it, without being 


totally ruined. Thoſe who unfortunately at- 
tend to their guileful infinuations often ſully 


their bonour by marrying a harlot; and render 
themſelves the bye-word and laughing- ſtock of 
their acquaintance; and the ignominy is 
brought on them through the means of a new 


aſſociate, under the hypocritical pretence of ſin- 


gular honeſty and ſincerity. If theſe Setters 
cannot palm a wife upon you, they will endea- 


vour to draw you into /m projects and chima- 
ras. If you embark in any of their ſchemes, 


you are ſure to be entangled ; and not only laoſe 
all the ready money you part with, but are. in: 
great hazard of being drawn into future bonds, 
and conſequently ruined at laſt. The whole 
life of a Setter, is, in few words, a continued. 
ſcene of deliberate villainy ; his buſineſs conſiſts 


in betraying and trapanning, his ſuſtenance de- 
pends upon fraud, and he may be deemed a 
Snake in the Graſs. 1 85 


HANGERS ON, or SPUNGERS. 


THESE are a kind of ſottiſh Iindolent. 


wretches, and though nor ſo miſchievous 
as the former, are as troubleſome and imperti- 
nent, and indeed more offenſive to a man of ſenſe 


than either of them. They recommend them- 
ſelves to ſuperficial perſons by a pretence to 


d4etaſte for literature, and a knowledge of the hu- 


mours of the town. By virtue of theſe qua- 


lifications, they think themſelves companion, 


fo. 
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„„ > 1 
for the beſt gentlemen in the kingdom and wil! 
be ſure, upon the ſmalleſt invitation, to croud 
. themſelves upon them, if they meet with _ 
encouragement, and tis much if by de- 
grees they grow not familiar, after that 
impudent, and at laſt intolerable. A Spun- 
ger's whole ſtock of entertainment is, gene- 
rally Aa bawdy ſong or two, a few drunken 
healths, and half a dozen dull puns; with 
8 he will be perpetually grating your ears, 
till he has tired your patience and you are 
obliged to rid yourſelf from him, by very rough 
treatment. The town ſwarms with theſe. . 
drones; and a country gentleman can hardly 
. Tet his foot info it but he is ſurrounded by 

them. How unreaſonable, I may add, how 
infamous it is to pick up ſuch looſe and 
profitleſs perſons and make them companions. 
1 have often beheld with ſurprize ſeveral of 
them ftalking before a country gentleman, 
and crouding themſelves into all company 
and buſineſs with him, ſucking and ſpunging 
upon him, and, in a literal ſenſe, - eating 
him up a live. . Theſe you may know by the 
' deſcription given of them, and if you retain - 
| -. 7 leaſt ingenuity of temper, you will doubt- | 
| ſe cove them ith he een thee 
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M ONE v. DROPPERS. 


T* r of theſe petty cheats, is in 


the moſt popular parts of the town, ſuch 
as Moorfields, Covent Garden, and other pub- 


lie places between Weſtminſter- Hall and Tem- 


ple- Bor, eſpecially the two former; and tis 
ſome odds if a country man paſſes through either 
of them, but he is attacked by a party. The 
manner of this cheat is as follows. To make 
a complete ſet, there muſt be three of them: 
one to perſonate a merchant, the other a coun- 


try gentleman, and the third a tradeſman. 


When they hit off the Cully, one of the gan 
marches directly before him, and another fol- 


lows cloſe behind, till they come to a conve- 
nient place, where the mouth as they term him, 
muſt needs obſerve. The ſpark that is in front: 
then drops the guinea: < Faith (fays he turn- 
- * ing to the ſtranger) I have found a piece of 
money here, I think it is a guinea,” Then 


232 


if he that is in the rear, perceives he is inſen- 


fible of the cheat, up he ſteps and claims halves. 
After a little ſham ſquabble between the two 
cheats, ſays the firſt; “ If any body has a right 
to a ſnack, tis this gentleman who ſaw me 


e take it up: but to prevent diſputes, we'll go 
all to the tavern and ſpend the odd money, 
* and then divide the remainder. equally a- 


% mongſt us.” The third ſtill continues at a 


diſtance to obſerve the ſucceſs of their manage- 


ment, and in what tavern they houſe bim, 


which 


— 


=, 0 * — 
5 1 


which is generally one, to which they are ar- 
cuſtomed: when he is fixt, then in he comes 
in a mighty. hurry, and pretended confuſion 
for the loſs of a bill, which he ſays, he ſup- 
poſes he dropped juſt now, in the very room, 
where they are drinking. To give colour to 
the fraud, one of the other two conveys a ſham” 
bill under. the table, which he immediately takes 
up, and as a teſtimony of his joy, calls for 
bis pint. © EV 5 
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 Aﬀeer they begin to grow a little warm, up 
ſtarts | one of them, and pretends to have. diſ- 
covered a pack of cards, which he has before 
placed in ſome convenient part of the room for 
his purpoſe, Ha! (ſays he) here's a pack of 
cards; come, I'Il ſhew one of the ſmarteſt 
ce tricks, that I was taught by a Frenchman a a 
few days ago.” Then to poſleſs their Cully of 
their innocence,” they ſhew ſeveral of the or- 
dinary tricks upon the cards. At laſt he that 
is moſt dexterous, ftarts the grand trick; on 
which wagers enſue, and the mouth is gene- 
rally taken in. If this does not paſs upon him, 
they try bim with falſe dice, rug and the lea- 
ther, or twenty other. projects, which they have 
ready on ſuch occaſions. In ſhort, rather than 
fail they will knock him down, rifle him, or 
pick his pocket. If you obſerve the manner in 
which this cheat is deſcribed, you need no 
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; ESE rabble - of cheats are ſuch as from 
their youth have been trained to the baſe 
art, which conſiſts in a kind of light in pick- 
ing your property from you imperceptibly. 
Tpeir chief reſort is in Black-boy-alley, the rui- 
nous buildings about Chick- lane and ſuch 
ke places. They attend on public occaſions; | 
| ſuch as public days, proceſſions, extraordinary 
| fights, &c. They generally go in clans of a 
man, a woman and children, each of whom 
hape their reſpectiye departments. In crouds 
they affect a great deſire of paſſing, and the 
uſual method is for the man to joſtle the perſo 
pointed out as the mark, while a boy or girl, 
does the buſineſs, and conveys the plunder 
to a woman, and then makes off frequent| 
under a coach or two if there are any at hand. 
They alſo frequent places of public worſhip, 
that are generally crowded through faſhion or 
the popularity of a preacher, from which they 
carry off frequently a good booty; and indeed 
embrace every opportunity, when there is Jike- 
1y to be a concourſe of people, Theſe are the 
moſt difficult of all cheats to guard againſt in Lon- 


'\ don; becauſe they are more in number, and often 
in purſuit of prey. The moſt effectual method 

I can preſcribe is to avoid all crowds, which 

are frequently raiſed by theſe means, and if you 

go to places of public reſort leave every thing 

ng __ valuable - 


' 


ar 
valuable behind you, and always be upon your 
guard, Ladies in particular ſhould be careful 

of their watches and tweezers, as theſe are ea- 
ſily cut from their ſides. A WG ren 
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THESE are arrogant miſcreants, that rob 
1 thouſands not only of their money but 
their health. They pretend to knowledge in 
phyſic and ſurgery, on the meer foundation 
perhaps of having done the menial offices of 
gentlemen of the faculties; or perhaps a few 
receiptz from ſome of their own vile fraternity. 
They have nothing to recommend them but a 
_ conſummate effrontery; and no other means 
of palming their peſtiferous compounds upon 
the unwary, than puff, groundleſs aſſurances, 
and infolent detraction. "They have alſo a2 
convenient back door, and private room, a re- 
gular ſurgeon and phyſician to attend, and a 
thouſand ſuch like allurements, to entice you to 
the ruin of your conſtitu tion. 
Country people are more eſpecially liable 
to be caught in their ſnares, from want f 
- acquaintance in town, and if their caſe is 
venereal, through ſhame of devulging it to thoſe. 
with whom they reſide. To caution you 
apainſt theſe murderers of the conſtitution, I 
ſhall lay before you their general method 
of treating the unhappy patient in venereal: 
caſes particularly, 5 bet. 


When 
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; (an) 
When the infected perſon applies, they judge 
of his circumſtances generally by his appearance, 


and take care to make him come down be- 
fore they proceed to buſineſs. After exa- 


mination, if they find him a novice they 
endeavour to intimidate him by repreſent- 
ing the ſtate of his caſe to be much worſe - 
than it really is, but yet to extort money pro- 


miſe, notwithſtanding the malignant nature 


of it, a ſpeedy and effectual cure. Having 
given him ſome of their compounds, with 
directions concerning the application of them, 


they appoint an interview at a certain time 


and diſmifs him. He then muſt. produce ano- 
ther preſent, and is diſmiſſed as before, Their 


common method is to dally with you as long 


as poſſible, and then either deceive you wit 
a patched up cure, or more dreadful ſymp- _ 
toms, than appeared on your firſt applica- 
tion, but the former is the moſt common. 
caſe, of which there are daily inſtances 
in this town, To avoid all connection 
with theſe worſt of deceivers, apply on all 
occaſions to perſons of eſtabliſhed repute from 
a regular education, and fair character. 


R Ap PER S. 


fi rr mas carry on their vile purpoſes by the 
L affiſtance of a pregnant whore, and the 
help of ſome letters. and papers, they pick out 
of your pocket, which gives them an inlet into 

” 6 vour 
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your affairs. If they are once ſo fortunate 1 
get a big-bellied whore into their confederacy, 
they carry her about in a kind of triumph among 
all their Cullies and Novices, every one forſooth 
under the, notion of being the true father, muſt 
ſubſcribe an individual maintenance for the 
ſtrumpet and the child, or a warrant muft be 
got immediately, and the officers of the pariſh 

called into their aſſiſtance to force you to it, If 
you conteſt the caſe with them, the jade is 
ready to ſwear it upon you, and all is ſettled. 
If they get your papers and letters, theſe are 
the credentials for them to commence their 
villainies ; in ſuch caſes they pretend that the 
harlot who rifled you, was an honeſt woman, 
and the wife of a perſon of credit, and you 


muſt either make ſatisfaction, and -compound | 


the buſineſs, or they will expoſe you firſt and 


bring their action againſt you afterwards, In | 


ſuch cireumſtances a man is at a loſs how to act. 
If he compounds, he lays himſelf open to their 
mercy, and renders himſelf a bubble and a pro- 

perty for the future. If you conteſt it with 


them, you injure your credit, as they will mif= | 


repreſent you, and abuſe you in all companies 
and upon all occaſions; fo that this abomina- 
ble, unhappy connection rarely terminates but 
with your deſtruction. To eſcape this emba- 
raſſmen:, you muſt cautiouſly avoid petty bro- 
thels, and houſes frequented by the lower claſs 
of whores, bullies, ſetters, -&c. and ſhun all 

converſe with ſuch kind of nen. 
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BULLIES. 


HESE are lewd bluſtering fellows, who 
having rendered themſelves unfit . by a 
complication of vicious actions for the- ſociety 


of ſober, rational perſons, are forced to throw * 


themſelves upon bawds and whores, and lire 
upon their contribution. Their rendezvous is 
among bawds and whores ; they eat their bread, 


and fight their battles, hector and inſult their 
Cauollies, gather ſometimes their contribution, 


and occaſionally pimp, betray and ſet. If you 
unhappily fall into converſe with them, .they 


generally entertain you with the diſmal relation 


of the murders and rapes they have committed, 
the battles they have fought with the officers 
of the night, the rencounters they have had 
with a party of bailiffs and their followers, 


or ſome ſuch romantic lies and forgeries. If 
they can palm this ſtuff upon you for truth, 
 *tis much if they draw you not into a quarrel, 
or ſome other ſcrape, and then by a baſe ſtra- 


tagem bring themſelves off; and leave you to 


ſnift for yourſelf, The main ſtreſs of a Bully's 


valour and proweſs depends upon his inſolence, 


ignorance, and oaths; and if you once ruffle 


him effeQually, ſo that he may perceive you 
know both his buſineſs and temper, he will 


fawn upon you afterwards like a ſpaniel, and 
you may uſe him at your pleaſure. If you then 


threaten to chaſtize his inſolence, he'll tell you 
perhaps, that he has a battle to anſwer for, 
| and 


N % 


e 
and therefore is at preſent reſtricted from fight- 
ing, but when that obligation ceaſes, woe be 


to you. I preſume none of my country friends 


will think this a converſable object, who for 
all his cowardice and ignorance, and though 
he is ſo below the character of a man, can be- 
tray you into gaming, quarrels, into a bawdy 


| houſe, and into the company of rogues, thieves, - 


and whores, as well as the wittieſt ſharper. 
or ſtouteſt ſpark of the town. Bullies are of 
two degrees, thoſe who hover about or belong 
to petty brothels, and thoſe who live upon 


whores of faſhion, The former are made uſe 
of to induce countrymen or ſtrangers into 


compliance with the extortianate demands of 


the bawds and whores. If, after you have re- 


eailed yourſelf with a filthy ſtrumpet, and their 


poiſonous liquors, you call to pay, and find 
ing they have charged exorbitantly, ſcruple _ 


their account, one or two of theſe gentlemen 
will walk into the room, and adviſe you to 


make no diſturbance there, but punctually pay 
what they know you had both called for and 
received, otherwiſe they muſt proceed to com- 
pulſive means; if you then comply not, they 


will not only force from you your property, 


. — 


bably do you much hurt. | 
* Thoſe bullieswho live upon whores of faſhion, 


but tumble you out neck and heels, and pro- 


affect the dreſs and airs of men of rank and for- 
tune, and by ſtrutting occaſionally by the ſide 


of a gay lady, add a conſequence to her and 


themſelves, and induce the ignorant Cully to 
think that Miſs confers her favours on gen- 
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tlemen alone, and that he cannot therefore | 

dream of a favour from her without an ade- 

quate return, which in proportion to her ſplen- 

did appearance, muſt be conſiderable. They 
_ alfo frequently call in by appointment, when 
the lady has a Cully with her, in order to-trapan 
F him to cards, and by that means ſend him away 
flleeced of his money. Various are the ſnares 
| they lay for the ignorant and unwary, but thoſe 
who are warned of them in this-plain manner, 
*tis to be hoped, will be able to detect, and re- 
ſolut⸗ enough to ſhun them. 
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IN this cheat there are alway: s two or three 
| ſharpers concerned; and it is generally prac- 
>, died at night, One goes on one ſide of the 
>  Rreet, the other on the other; and if they meet 
tF Aa countryman with a portmanteau, box, or 
bundle, they follow him until he reſts it. One 
| of them then goes up to him, and ſays, I 'H give. 
you a ſhilling to carry this letter to that houſe, 
becauſe I Ca. not care to go myſelf, but do not 
ſtay ; in the mean time they pike off with the 
booty. If he reſts not on the way, one of 
them will go up to him and aſk him where he 
is going, and if unacquainted with the trick, 
will gain from him certain intelligence. He. 
then informs his partner, Who being genteely, 
dreſſed, goes forward to the houſe, and havi 
left his hat with a comrade, comes from the door 


Es juſt as the FOR ag arrives, and cries what 
| made | 


—_ 
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made you ftay ſo long? then takes the things 
from him, and bids him go over the way to 
thathouſe or tavern for ſome beer or a bottle of 
wine, and ſays, bring change for a guinea, 
. of I cannot pay you: while the perſon is 
gone over, the things are bruſhed," that is, 
carried off, to the great ſurprize of the 
bearer, „ 15 

Tf they ſee a countryman with a bundle 
aſking the way, they will accompany him, 
pretend to direct him and carry the bundle 


or box for him, and whilſt one takes the per- 


ſon forward, the other gives them the drop, 
down ſome yard or alley, having previ- 
ouſly agreed where to meet again with the 


booty; fo the poor ignorant man is left'in the 


e 
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7 ſons of rapine generally ply in pub- 
I lick places, and their uſual method of pro» 
. ceeding is as follows. When they ſee a nor- 


vice or countryman paſſing, they beckon to 
him, and if he liſtens, inform him, that they 
have various foreign commodities to diſpoſe of 


at leſs than half price, but as they are run, 


privacy is requiſite, and they muſt therefore 
beg the favour of him, to ſtep with them to a 


place convenient for the purpoſe. If the cheat 


ſucceeds thus far, the ſtranger is conducted 


through ſome lane, alley, or bye path, to an 


obſcure corner provided for their deſign. 
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When he is entered, and the Duffer begins to 
brang out his commodities, in comes an accom- 
plice, as pretended, on the ſame errand, and to 
carry on the deluſion, cheapens and pretends to 
purchaſe different articles. Their cargo chiefly 
conſiſts of handkerchiefs, ſilk and cotton 
ſtockings, remnants of old ſilk, &c. which being 
ſtolen, picked up in Rag-fair, or elſe bad of the 
kind, and therefore bought at a cheap rate, 
they impoſe frequently on the novice as foreign, 
and thereby extort from him treble the value. 


If ſuſpecting the cheat, he is tardy, and by his 


behaviour indicates an unwillingneſs to deal, 
they begin to bounce and affect to wonder at 


His impudence in bringing them thus far to the 


loſs of their time, and- perhaps a good cuſ- 
tomer, for nothing. If this prevails not, they 
threaten, which generally forces the intimi- 


dated ſtranger to deal for ſomething; if he 


F | ſends for change, he ſeldom ſees his money 


again, and as they always lead him to in- 
tricate holes and alleys, can ſeldom get any 
bj  rTedreſs. In ſhort, if they once trapan 
23n ignorant perſon into their clutches, tis 
rare he eſcapes, without much coſt or vile 
„ "abuſe; . bs 


© Theſe being deſcribed; will be ſhunned by 


turning a deaf ear to their ſolicitations, 


FY 
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 MOCK-AUCTIONS.. 
AN or ſelling goods of any kind 
{ X by advance to the higheſt bidder, are in 
general delufive, and feldom anſwer the end of 

the purchaſer, as he frequently obtains his com- 
modity at an exorbitant rate, „ 

The credulity, vanity, and ambition of 

mankind prompted their inſtitution, to ſubſerve 

the purpoſes of thoſe who make a trade of the 

+ folly of others, If the beſt are ſeldom free from 
_ devices, what muſt we ſay of thoſe we are a- 
bout to deſcribe! A more palpable deluſion 
prevails not in London, that ſeat of fraud, 

I term them Mock-Auctions, becauſe they are 
deceits throughout, their advertiſements ſet forth 
the ſale of perſons who never exiſted, and own= _. 
ners that never poſſeſſed ſuch property. Theſe 
Auftioneers are generally fellows, who have 
foreſworn honour and modeſty ; and being re- 

duced to a criſis of fortune, deviſe this bafe ex-“ 

. pedient for a living. be rom” 
Having taken a petty ſhop, they bring toge= 

ther their ſtock of goods, which, for the moſt 

part, are faulty; they then employ three or four 
infamous Puffers of each ſex. "Theſe Puffers 

are ſuch as they find neceſſary to promote trade 

on two accounts, both affecting to purchaſe, 

and thereby ſtimulating ſtrangers to bid, 

and alſo by advancing, preventing many com- 
modities from going off under a certain ſtipula- 

ted ſum. | , 
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Preparations thus made, up mounts Mr, Ora» 
tor, and the cheat begins by putting up part of 
125 ſtock. 


le harangues perhaps on the excelleney of 
a ſilver watch made by an eminent hand, and 


5 up 4 the ſmall rate of only two pounds ten 
illing 


| To 5 on the device, and attract the noi ie 
of e the watch is handed round the 
company, tho' conſiſting of puffers alone; one 
bids, another advances, and the buſineſs i is car- 
ried on with great ſpirit. ; 
When the buſtle has brought in a few ftran- - 
gers, and they find a novice diſpoſed to bid, 
"they take care to nail him in a ſhort time, as 
1 — cautiouſly avoid dallying when a mouth is 
near the mark. 
ll In like manner the ; proceed i in other reſpects, 
and as their commodities are ever defective 1 
ſome point or other, and they employ the mean- 
# eſt hirelings to delude the ignorant to bid 
their utmoſt value, and often, much more, they 
| * l cannot fail of deceiving all, who through inex- 
mperience, are allured to become purcha ers at ſo 
4 \-fraudulent a market. 5 
= - Many novices and countrymen have thought 5 
1 they have bought bargains of this rabble; but 
Fi time has ſoon convinced them of a palpable de- 
luſion. If my country friends, in the courſe of 
a viſit to London, are diſpoſed to purchaſe any 
commodities it affords; I would adviſe them 
to repair to the fair tradeſman, who ſcorns to 


i avail himſelf of their! inexperience, and will treat 
them 
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them on the ſame terms as the moſt fkilful in 


the articles, for which they deal ; then will they 
ſhun fraud, and enjoy a future ſatisfaction, in 
having ' expended their money, on a valuable 
- nequilition.*  - SO | 6 


WHORES and ILT S. 


* 


OO many are the inſtances of miſery, conſe- 


O quent on affociating with abandoned wo- 


that ſuch depravity is incident to human na- 


ture, and productive of ſuch fatal effects: it 


may thence perhaps be deemed needleſs to divet 


your attention from more important ſubjects by 


enlarging on this. But when we reflect that 


notwithſtanding the genetal warning, ſuch is 
the impetuoſity of youthful paſſion, and ſuch 


the Chicaneries of the vicious, that not only the _ 
inexperienced countryman, but many who have 
long reſided in town daily fall victims to the 
ſame; this ſubje& of all others claims peculiag | - 
regard, and deſerves the moſt minute and elabo - 5 


rate diſcuffion, „„ 
Jo treat of theſe with perſpicuity, it will be 
neceſſary to range them into divers claſſes, in 


doing which I ſhall invert the common method, 


and begin with the Hackney Strumpet, and 
then proceed gradually to the Whore of faſhion, 


referring, at the ſame time, particularly to 


| thoſe who come under the denomination of 


” 


Tits. 
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By the Hackney Strumpet, I mean the loweſt 


claſs of Whores, who having been always ac- 


cuſtomed to low-life, or elſe through extrava- 


gance, the deſertion of former charms, or other 
incidents, reduced to penury, and therefore ply. 
in the common ſtreets, and endeavour to 


| haul men by force to their diſguſtful em- 
ä 9 e 


Theſe are a miſerable compound of whatever 
can nauſeate and pall, loſt to every ſenſe of 
ſhame, and for the ſake of bread devoted to eve- 
ry. flagitious purpoſe, that heated luſt can poſ- . 
fly incite. . BE 1 
As their neceſſity compels them to proſtitute 
their carcaſſes for the ſmalleſt conſideration, and 
to the very reptiles of the earth; they are ſcarce- 


iy ever free from a complication of all the loath- 


ome diſeaſes incident to human nature, and are 


& 


rather antidotes than incentives to ve- 


. The next claſs are thoſe who live in petty 
brothels, and infeſt particularly the Sod _— 
Fleet-ftreet, Ludgate-hill, &c. Theſe are lit= 
tle 'better than the former, and differ chiefly in 
dreſs, being arrayed in the paltry habit of the 
infamou3-bawd, whoſe ſlaves they are, and by 
whom they ate generally attended, left, as they 
term it, they ſhopld pike off with the Dudds, 


or carry the Cullies from their ſhop of ini- 


Wu. 5 „ 
As the former, they, for the benefit of an in- 
famous hoſt or hoſteſs, ſubmit to all that can 


_ difgrace their ſex, or ſhock a modeſt ear, as 


well 


.- 


ne, a maſs hideous even in .conception, 5 


2 
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well as poiſon their health by gorging them- 
ſelves with peſtiferous liquors. 

When they allure a perſon to their bank : 
feſidence, they endeavour, by plying him with 
the very dregs of drink, to deprive him of rea- 
ſon, in order to perpetrate their fraudulent 
deſigns. | _ 
- This done, he is wrought from one degree of 
paſſion to another, till he becomes a paſſive 
dupe to his doxy, who takes care to avail her- 
ſelf of the opportunity, by making as profita- 
ble a Cully of him as poſſible. | | 

Thus he leſes his money, injures: His health 
by drinking the moſt pernicious liquors, and 
may think ee ark if he 1 nauſeous 
diſtempers. > 
| The next claſs we ſhall mention are thoſe 
who reſide, as they term it, in private lodgings, 
but in reality only a genteeler fort of bawdy= + 
| houſes. Among theſe we include thoſe bas. 5 
nio ladies, who alſo wear the bawds apparet, 


but as theſe bawds are of ſuperior rank to the Nt | 


former, ſo are the whores i in point of appearanes 


and company. of 


This rank of doxies frequent ae Park, the . 5 | 


Play y, Jelly-houſes, Weatherby's, &c. of all 
which we ſhall ſpeak hereafter. They are 
moſtly indebted for their tawdry habit, to a 


women who furniſh ladies with ſuits, ac- 


eording to their value, at ſo much per ſuit 
| per day, alſo with eccalional watches and 
trinkets. Ez 


.: Theſe are devoured by bad Kin 


a vourite fellows, who * induſtry 5 5 


1-3 C : 
loſt to ſenſe of honour, meanly live upon the | 
contribution of unfortunate women. = 
In reality they are as miſerable as the for- 
mer, and obliged often to ſubmit to as odious 
means of procuring money. 

If they can ſeduce a ſtranger, they mes 
to him their ſuperiority to the common claſs of 
women of the town, the expence of their lodg- 

ing, and genteel appearance, and thence infer 
- their title to a much more conſiderable gratuity 
for a favour done him. 

If you aſſociate with theſe e the allure- 
ment of a ſilk gown, you will be more liable 
to expences, and equally to diſeaſes, with the 
former. 5 | 

The whore of faſhion is generally the refuſe 
of a man of rank or fortune, who being left in 
tolerable plight as to cloaths and money, fup- FF 

ports an appearance of grandeur, relides in a | 
gay part of the town, and reſerves herſelf, for 
: thoſe alone who are "capable of amply retaliat= 
ing her favours. 7 - 
She has generally a train of followers, is a 
| mighty toaſt amongſt the red coat gentry, her 
_ converſe is therefore claimed, as an inſtanoe of 
taſte, and good breeding, 
Her ſnares are more bewitching than any of 
the former, as her embraces are certainly more 
eligible, and conſequently create a OP de- 
fire of repeating them. 
As the the ſmalleſt of her favours is-not dif 
penſed without a conſiderable acknowledge 
ment, to keep 5 her eee in a ſhort 
1 count. 1 
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courſe of which, ſo many mne 
will occur, requires an ample fortune. 

Many country gentlemen owe their ruin to ä 
an unfortunate connection with theſe firſt rate 
Whores, who having diſmembered their eſtates, 
and impaired their conſtitutions, have only to 
lament the reſidue of their lives, their want of 
knowledge to elude the art, or reſolution to 

avoid the temptations of theſe banes of their 
future peace of mind. | 

-The JILT, though a little more private and 
deſigning, is as lewd and diſſolute, and more 
dangerous than either of the former. They 
would be counted forſooth virtuous and religious 
Whores, who deſpiſe common creatures and af 
fect to bluſh at a ſmutty joke. 2 

By a demure look and oily tongue, they 3 
upon the credulous, who, if they obtain the 

ſmalleſt favour, rate it as an trainee 
conqueſt. : £ 

If they vouchſafe to 8 your occaſional 
bedfellaw., they muſt have a handſome! ſettle- 
ment, elegant lodgings; plate, china and all 
things ſuitable to a woman of rank. On theſe 
conſiderations ſhe will be faithful to you, or at 
leaſt promiſe ſo to be; but her fidelity will laſt 
no longer than you can or will maintain her in 
her extravagance, with which the obligation 
on her part will be ſure to fail. She can pray, 
eant, ſhed crocodile tears, ſham! a" fit as a 
token of her affection for you, but in your 

abſence will ridicule you to her favourite man, 
as a . or eee N and aſſure him 
N | that 
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the ſettlemeut, and the new furniture, ſhe will 
firſt affront and then leave you. 


If the finds you are a Cully indeed, and 


what as ſoon as ſhe has perſuaded you out of 


will be often impoſed upon by her, ſhe has 


then a thouſand tricks and artifices to decoy 
you. f e | | 


Sometimes ſhe will pretend to pregnancy, - 


and then natural affection muſt induce you to 


care for your little one, and allow the mother 
neceſſaries for a lying-in woman. 


She will remind you that Lord A---s, Sir 
ohn B---s and colonel D---s Miſſes lay in, 


with as much ftate as the beſt lady in the 

kingdom; nay, Mr. F- -I, that is but an ordi- 
nary citizen, preſented his miſtreſs with a new 
bed, and the furniture of a room, that coſt him 
near two hundred pounds, After this parade, 


ſhe will inſinuate that her merit being equal to 
that of the beſt of them, ſhe has a right to de- 


mand the ſame uſage, and therefore will treat 


any paltry offers with the contempt they de- 

ſerve. Nay, ſhe will carry her effrontery ſo _. 
far as to tell you, that as caſes ſtand between 
you and her, you ought to cut off the entail of 


our eſtate, and ſettle a good part of it upon 
ber life, and from her to devolve on the child. 


The tricks and devices of a Jilt are 
numberleſs, and can only be paralleled by 
their ingratitude and -inhumanity, Nothing 
can be more perfidious than theſe creatures, 
who after a profuſion of favours, on the leaſt 
remiſſneſs, will grow rude and inſolent, laugh 
at, xevile, and ſcorn you, and you will become 


% 
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no leſs their 3 now, than you had been 
their bubble before. 

To ſum her character, we may, with wack, 
aſſert, that in a Jilt are comprehended all the | 
vices, follies, and impgttide geist of her W 
. 

Having thus gone through a brief, but we 
hope pictureſque diſplay. of. thoſe characters, 
which, from the nature of their fraudulent 
purſuits, are more immediately injurious to the 
male part of our country friends, we proceed 

to thoſe, which chiefly relate to the female, 

though ſome of them il require us to give a 

caution to both, and e Ws: ane we 
Wal mention. n 


4 * 4 W 5 s. 


H Paw is a \bredtuve! Baader 5 def. 
1 tructive beyond defcription ; a wretch, 
who being loſt to all ſenſe of modeſty and hu- 
 monityyts capable of any action, baſe and in- 
jurious as it may be to ſociety, to ſubſerve her 
own infa nous purpoſes. Theſe ladies general- 


ly keep ſeraglios of their own, the entrances 


to which are conſtantly graced with three or 
four painted harlots, that are ready- to Teize the 
_ unwary who may paſs by them. If they can 
any ways trapan the inexperienced into "their 
care, as they term it, (and rather than fail, 
they will haul you in) you muſt then call for 
your bottle or bow], after which a ſmutty toaſt 
| bk kiren, to „ * wry the nature of 


: their 
* „ 
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their occupation. Soon aſter, in comes the go- 
verneſs in a pretended rage, that the gentle- 
man is not ſhew into a better room; and 
 ſnatching up the candle, deſires you to follow, 
and ſhe'll light you up herſelf. When they 
have got you above ſtairs, they conclude you 
are fixt; five or fix of her choice whores, there- 
fore, are let looſe to prey upon you at diſere- 
tion. If by any lewd diſcourſe or behaviour, 
they can entice you into debauchery, the next 
thing is, which of the ladies you pitch upon, 
and the terms, There's Miſs Toi is but juſt 
come out of the country, and there being little 
difference between her and a maidenhead, her 
ſtated terms are ten ſhillings, beſides a crown 
for the uſe of the room. Miſs Fanny a good 
clean girl, and as harmleſs as a lamb, may be 
allowed at three half crowns, a rate ſhe never 
went under. Miſs Betſy, Miſs Nancy, and 
ſweet Miſs Sukey, are all three ſound nor active 
girls; but becauſe trading is dead and money 
is ſcarce, and you look like a civil gentleman, 
and the bawd would encourage you to come 
again, they ſhall either of them divert you for 
a crown, allowing another for the room, as 
EC; Ceo... wo nos; 
With this edifying language the old miſtreſs 
ol iniquity entertains her gueſt, whilſt her ra- 
venous nymphs are devouring his ſubſtance. 


- 


in a beaſtly manner, and larding their diſcourſe 
with horrid oaths and blaſphemies. 

From this deſcription my country reader muſt 
be ſenlible, that ſuch wretches are more to be 
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e 
avoided than a peſt-houſe, being, in every. 
reſpect, as contagious. CE 


A PROCURESS. 


8 wels monſters in iniquĩty are more par- 8 


ticularly the bane of the fair ſex, I ſhall, 
for the ſake of the honeſt country girl, whoſe 


lot it may be to come up to town, preſent an 
account of a notorious one, as verbally related 


to me by way of letter. 


Dear Couſin, . 


e pious aunt has e wa us 15 the © 
dangers, to which we muſt be inevitably expoſed 


in this town, I have been convinced of the truth . fry 


her repreſentation, by an incident which threatened 


. my utter ruin, and from which I eſcaped in an . 
traordinary manner; the circumſiance was as Jol. f 
lows. | 
Returning from a oift fo a e 2 1045 ober- 
taken in Cheapfide by an eldery woman of creditable 


appearance, who having accofted me in a civil man- 


ner,” aſted if I did not come to town, to ſeek ſome 
"genteel place. Upon my , that Tdid, ſbe in- 


formed me of a vacancy, which ſhe was certain 


- he 
* 


would prove agrecable, and to which, as ſhe lrked my 5 


appearance, ſhe would recommend mo. 


I expreſſed my acknowledgement, took Srictions, 5 


and immediately enquired for a certain lady naar 
Soho. When I entered the houſe, I was Jo. _ © 2, 


an elegant parlour, "where ¶ had not long ſat, be 


the 1 came in, to whom having pre ated. 
-L 2. my. 


% 


% 1 


18 my recommendation, ſhe ſeemed well pleaſed, and or- 
11 dered a ſervant to bring in a bowl of warm liquor, 
f called negus, conſiſting of wine, water, orange, c. 
I _ which ſhe ſaid was for ſome friends ſhe expected 
i ſhortly, but as I was warm with walking, deſired 
i me to.drink ſome of it, telling me it was an in- 
„ nocent, pleaſant liquor, and that ſhe always uſed 
. her waiting maids as herſelf. Pleaſed with her 
4 condeſcenſion, and being warm and thirſty, I drank 
by pretty freely. She then made me fit down by her, 
E aſfuring me of her aver ſion to pride, and that when 
| he had no company, ſhe would always treat me in like | 
i manner, s behaved tuell. She then enquired con- 
W. cerning wages, and was ſatisfied with my firſt pro- 
| Poſal. Aﬀairs thus ſeltled, I roſe wh to take my 
| leade, telling her I would wait on her any day 
the enſuing week, and bring my cloaths with me. 
Don this I was not a liitle ſurprixed to find ber 
[ „!:inſiſi on my laying that night, as her exon maid was. 
gane away, and ſbe had invited feveral ladies to 
= * _/pend the evening with her. Mindful of my aunts 
=. aduie, I peremptorily refuſed, and could perceive - 
j | .c diſpleaſure in her countenancg, when ſbe found me 
mW 7e/olved. She again plied me with liquor, which 
8 began to turn my head, and d order my ſtomach. 
4} I intreated once more to depart, on promiſe of re- 
1h turning immediately, which cauſed my. new mifireſi 
NP with fullen voice to declare, I ſhould on no account 
Air out of the houſe ; and leaving the room in a 
Pet, lool the hey in my hearing, out of the dovr. 
| This circumſtance greatly alarmed me, and in the 
mean time-a beautiful girl entered. the parlour, 
elegantly dreſſed, and every way gentecl. Having 
gazed en me ſome time with folemn R 
. 755 5 5 3 
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ſhe roſe From her chair, bolted the door, and breat= = 
an inte @ flood of tears, thus expreſſed herſelf. 


- Dear young woman, 


I cannot make you ſenſible of the pain I. 
feel on your account; and from a deſire to ſerve . 
you, I run the hazard of involving myſelf in 
greater miſery, if it be poſſible, than I have yet 
experienced. But my heart will not ſuffer me 
_ to draw others into the ſame ſnare with my- _ 
| ſelf. You are now in a notorious brothel, and 
© if you eſcape not in a few hours, you ate ine- 
vitably ruined. I was once as innocent as you 
now feem to be; my virtue was as unſpotted, 
and my mind as incorrupt, when I firſt entered 
_ theſe accurſed doors, whither I was ſent on an 
errand for the ſame cauſe as brought you to 
them. I was by force detained all night, as 
you are deſigned to be, robbed of my virtue, 
and fearing the diſpleaſure of my friends for 
ſtaying without their knowledge, as well as 
being in the utmoſt confuſion how to proceed, 
T was obliged to repeat my guilt, and had 
hardly time to reflect on its fatal conſequences. _ 
My liberty I implored in vain, and my grief 
ſerved” for the cruel ſport of all around me. 
Indeed I have been ſo long confined; that I am 
aſhamed to appear among my friends and ac- 
quaintance. In this dreadful ſituation 'I have 
been perplexed” with diſguſtful importunities | 
_ every day from different men. Thus in 
ſameful round of guilt and honour have I 
Unger ed out ten months, ſubject to inconceiv-" 
„ * 5 % 


E3. — able 


— 
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vable miſeries- The fame fate awaits you; 
however, as my wretchedneſs will ſcarce ad- 
mit of addition, I will-affiſt you in what I can, 
and not, as the infamous Procureſs, contribute 
to make you as unhappy as myſelf, 


Vu may imagine the horror with which this ſad 
relation flruck me; I was dumb ſome time, trem- 
bling every joint; but, recovering a little, I thanked 
the unhappy fair, and earneftly.craved the prafer- 
red affijtance. The lucky moment ſoon arrived, 
when a gentleman coming to the door, ſhe ftepped 7 
auß herſelf for the key, which the unſuſpecting Pro- 
cureſs gave her; ] took the opportunity to run out 
f the houſe, in ſuch hurry, that 1 left my cloak and 

onnet behind rm. C 

am aſſured you rejoice with me for my delive- 

rance, and deſire you would take ſome opportunity of. 
making it publick, that others, warned by the un- 

| happy fate of this injured innocent, may guard a- 
gainſi the wiles of our own ſex,” as well as thoſe of 

: the other. Jam, „ „„ 


Yours, Dae. 1 


* / 
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Tbe chief places of reſort for theſe vileſt of 
their ſex, are the play-houſes, ſome. coffee= 
houſes, and public places. They aſſume va- 


rious forms, and are capable of acting divers 
parts. Sometiines they have the moſt delicate 
women in the world for you, at other times a 
fine young creature of about fourteen, a perfect 
pattern of innocence and modeſty, and a pure 
N virgin; 
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virgin; beſides, ſhe 'has one that ſings Hke an 


angel, another that dances to a miracle, 
a third that has an incomparable ſhape and 
mien, and a fourth that is an abſolute wit, and 
the only diverting companion of her Whole 
ſex. I I”: ADE T E207 Ca 
In ſhort, ſhe has them, or at leaſt pretends 


ſne has them, of all ſorts and prices, from a. 


guinea, to five, and from five to an hundred; 
but let me aſſure, that if you deal with her for 
any, you have better luck than moſt men, if it 
does not prove a dear bargain, on the making 
et, Zn wrt rot pO 
It is unaccountable to think, when they hear 
of a fine woman, what ſtrange contrivances 
and devices, What projects and deſigns they 
lay, to get her into company, and corrupt her. 
The ee e both men and wo- 
men, is their whole buſine 

nay, not only their own, but the employ of ſe- 
veral agents and factors. Theſe are a ſort of 


mercenary wretches, who haunt the town, to 


neſs and occupation; 


try what game of either ſex they can find; ans 


if they chance to make their ſet upon a coun- 
try gentleman. or ſtranger, they will never for- 


' ſake the haunt, till the miſtreſs finds ſome 


means or other to entangle them. Country _ 


girls, to avoid their ſnares, muſt ſhun the con- 
verſe of all ſtrangers, and turn a deaf ear to 


any who may accoſt them in the ſtreet, or auß 


place whatever. They ſhould likewiſe be par- 


ticularly careful, to whom and where they ap- 


* 


ply for places of ſervitude, recommendation, 
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Ee. as likewiſe into the characters of choſe, to 
whom me are recommended. 7 


WAGGON-HUNTERS, 


*HE N 05 e in this ti- 
tle is practiſed by both ſexes, in various 
manners, and from different motives. There 
are always a number of deſpicable hirelings, in 
_ © the ſervice of Bawds and Procureſſes, who at- 
tend at inns, to obſerve the number and ſtats 
of the paſſengers, immediately on their arrival . ill - 
in the country waggons. If they fix on a per- 
ſon, eſpecially” of the female ſex, whom they 
think fit for their baſe purpoſes, they make it 
their buſineſs to watch her motions; and if they 
find her diſpoſed to tarry at the inn, inſinuate 
WW — -themſelves into converſe with her, and, if poſ- 
ble, gain ſome eg p ee to her fi fu- . 
WO cure proceedings. | 
If they ſacceed in this firſt point, it furniſhes | 
dem with an opportunity of contracting an 
acquaintance with the poor country girl, and 
next of offering their ſervice! to get her em- 
ploy. The fraud is generally carried on by 
women, who are capable of all the arts of in- 
ſinuation, as well as perpetrating the baſeſt de- 
ſigns under a mafk of the moſt diſintereſted 
Kenn, They will warn the unſuſpecting 
innocent of the dangers to which they are ex- 
| poſed in a ftrange town, and offer their couns 
ſel and ere W 10 n motive: of 
| good vil. TOS 0 e Vit 


tunity, enforced by ſume crocadile tears, 


*. 


* 
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1 their hypocriſy prevails, and their prof- 
fered ſervice | is accepted, they. then recom- 
mend the poor girl to ſome infamous Patroneſs 
of iniquity, and proſtitution ang ny too fre. 
quently enſue. 

I remember an inſtance of an 3 4b 
who loſt her virtue, and commenced her deſ- 
truction the very day of Ber arrival in this | 
enſnaring town. 1 
She had hardly alighted, 3 ſhe was ac- | 
coſted by one of theſe ſediicers, under a pre- 
tence of having ſeen her before in the country. 
The girl expreſſed ſurprize, but the ſole 
abettor of fornication: perſiſted in Ee 
knowledge of her, and inſiſted on her taking 
lodging and a bit of mutton with her, till 
3 provide herſelf agrecably to her own” 
mind. "The girl ſtill expreſſed much wonder, 


but being at length wrought on by her impor- 


which ſhe called forth as a teſtimony of her 
ſincerity, accepted the kind offer, and de- 
parted from: the inn under e e rat ere, 
pernicious conductreſs. 4 2 4 pn 
As they were paſſin together t 4 = 
ſtreets, 9 vile ety; ſhe 3 3 
herſelf into the confidence of the girl, wio 
relying on her friendſhip, chearfully ” followed: 
her, till they arrived at her deſtructive habita- 
tion, in an alley adjoining to Bow-lane. On 


- - mel” entrance, ſhe informed the two young 


women, ' whom ſhe had kept in bondage ſome 
time, of the extraordinary cireumſtance of her 
N with her as friend, and of the 

N 


2 


CA) 
pleaſure ſhe had in being able. to entertain her, 
till ſhe could change her reſidence, in a 
manner ſuitable to her deſign in ning to” 
town. 

Through fear 1 incurring he diſpleaſure of 

the old caterpillar, the deceiet is carried on, 
till the approach of night, when a grave citizen 
enters in conſequence of notice ſent him by the / 
- bawd, who then informs the girl, that ſhe has 
procured her a wealthy huſband, that the 
nuptials ſhall be ſhortly conſummated,” ſo 
that the ſame bed may hold them both we” 
night. 
The A ment of the deluded fair, o 
this occaſion, is inconceivable ; ſhe fell on 0 
knees, let drop a flood of tears, and, in the 
moſt moving accents, begged the liberty to de- 
part. 

The hardened miſcreant, vaciotet by 0 
-ſrene of woe, plainly told her that all reſiſtance 
was vain ; for that though ſhe counterfeited 
her own intereft, it was the duty of a friend, 
who knew what courſe would beſt tend there- 
unto, to compel to proſecute the —_ 

- She then repeated her importunity to de- | 
part, which being again denied. ſhe begged >» 
that the affair might be poſtponed; but all 
proved unavailable, ſhe was forced into the 
_ embraces of the laſcivious ſpoiler” of her vif- 
fo but happily did not long ſurvive its fatal 
A 

There is a ſpecies of akdle Waggon-hunters, 


TE 3 motives are urely to their li- 
mne, deſires. 22 4 ſs | 
| Theſe © 


"iq 47 ) 
- Theſe are generally debilitated fellows, Who, 
tived of the proſtitutes of the town, are fond 
of a freſh country girl, from whom they have 
no reaſon to expect injury, but much to 
_ apprehend the mot heightened degree of plea- 
ſure. x 
They walk fevernt miles out of London, 
narrowly obſerving the paſſengers of every 
Waggon they meet or overtake, If they ſee a 
girl that attrafts their fancy, they fee the 
de mount, and ſeat themſelves by the ob- 


ject of their defire. They then uſe every de- | 


Huding art they are maſter of, and ſometimes 
prevail to the ruin of the inexperienced, unſuſ- 
pecting creatures, who admit them to a liberty, 
which they bave reaſon to repent the remain- 

der of their life. 


i 4 A 


INTELLIGENCE: orriers 


IERE is not a more W oc fraud i im- 
poſed upon the town, an that praetiſed 
by moſt of theſe offices. | 
They are generally carried on by perſons | 
wholly illiterate, or thoſe of ruined fortunes 
and characters, whoſe only recommendation is 
à tolerable coat, a powdered Wigs and a conſum- 
mate effrontery, _ ed. 5 
Their windows. are always filled with fcti- 
tious wants, in order to make a parade of bu- 
ſineſs to draw in * Rr wr. . 
FF gence. 8 | | i 
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coger, who 
ere and moderate premium. In ſhort, they 
will aſſiſt you in the diſpoſal of any incum- 
brance of eſtate or effects, in the moſt, gentee! 
and expeditious manner. 


| 0 48 » 
On your entrance the bock is ope 


; e . „your " 


name inſerted, your ſhilling paid, and you be- 
come a candidate for a place of conſiderable 

profit according to your capacity; or, if a 
_ maſter, ſtand entitled to a good ſervant, If you 


are deſirous of raiſing money on an eſtate, or 


any kind of goods, they will help you to a 
ſha advance the ready at a trifling 


They live by bubbling W SS an ſervants, 5: 


? pretending to do that for you, Which they 
never d ſigned; and promiſing that, Which 
they are certain they can never e ect. Country 


people, for want of acquaintance in town, 


7 have often been made a prey by theſe voracious 
animals, after dancing attendance on them every 
day for ſeveral months together, making a 
thouſand applications in vain, any: deing + 


ed out of ſome pounds. 1 
But theſe offices are attended "ith 1 ore 
ae effects. They have often been the 
markets of the Pimp, Bawd, and Procureſs, 
who have reſorted to them, to ſee what goods . 
came in, and hear where a pretty country | 
1 was to be found, by means of the Regi- 
E It might with caſe be proved, that — 8 
"of theſe gentry Have | been in fee with the 
8 profeſſion, and that many inno- 
cent bi Oh owe their ruin to their combined 


g. 5 


7 


Fa). 


"Conint people x neither ſex can with rea- 
ſon propoſe to themſelves any advantage from 
applying. to thoſe offices, whereas they are 
liable, if connected with them, to be bubdice, 
IN and trapanned. Ys. 


FORTUNE- TELLERS. 


Ius gentry, bog: dint of Ae im- 


pioufly pretend to preſcience or know- 
ledge of future events. With reſpect to aſtro- 
nomical predictions, we have had abundant 


proofs of their verification; but every ſober-  - 
thinking man muſt be convinced of the abſur- 


dity as well as preſumption of a „ 
mortal's claiming a certain knowledge. of what 
ſhall befal an individual, in the courſe of atran⸗ 


| | ltory and uncertain life. 


Such is the credulity of e in generals _ 
that many live in this as well as other coun- 


tries, by abſurdly amuſing the curioſity of 1 45 #2 


norant men and ſilly women. 


In the countries, the myſterious art is pro- 


feſſed and practiſed by r e e and many 
have daily recourſe to their eue fa- 


|  eulty. 


In town, the . 3 18 arrogated 


uy a few noted, profeſſors, whoſe houſes are 


as much crouded on particular occaſions, as a 


 eourtier's on a levee day. 


- 'Thither repair a crowd of dae ſwaing + 


to be aſſured concerning the affections of their 


west- hearts; z thither flock. a train of youre 
| w TE Vvirgins 


Er. + 

8 
* 
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virgins to learn their future deſtiny ; thither 
flies the looſer to recover darling property, and 
thither the fond mother to know the ſituation 
of an abſent child. | B 
In ſhort, to theſe repoſitories of fate daily re- 
pair the credulous, the inquiſitive, the deſpond- 
and the doubtful. ũ 
| On their entrance, they are ſhewn intoa 
room ſet apart for the reception of the cuſto- 
mers, as but one ata time can be admitted into 
the Sanctum Sanctorum, where ſits this prodigy 
of ſcience. When you are admitted to an in- 
terview, you firſt compliment him with a pre- 
- ſent; which, if you defire minute information, 
. muſt be in proportion to the importance of 
the event, and your anxiety concerning it. 
With ſolemn aſpect he demands the ſubject- 
matter of your enquiry; which told him, he 
pauſes ſome time, then aſks you many circum- 
ſtantial queſtions, and after another pauſe, fe- 
5 veals the important ſecret, and diſmiſſes the cre- 
dulous enquirer, with the air of a moſt profound 
philoſopher. — 15 „„ 
The minds of theſe perſons are, doubtleſs, af- 
fected according to the predictions of Mr. In- 
fallible; which muſt certainly have an influ- ,_ 
ence on their future conduct. Many have been 
fo elated by aſſurance of future ſucceſs, that, 
rown inſolent in their ſtations of life, they 
have loſt the very means of living. 
Others, depreſſed by ill- fated predictions, have 
ſunk into deſpair, and neglected the common 


concerns of their rank and ſtation. 
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A4 s a proof of human credulity, I ſhall pre- 
ſent the reader with a fingular inſtance of dex- 
_ terity practiſed with as ſingular fucceſs in the 
black art. ao a ee re oo 
A young gentleman falling in love with the 
daughter of a wealthy merchant, but being de: 
prived of the conſummation of it, through the 
_ diſagreement of their reſpective parents; went 
on his travels, and among other places came 
to Hamburgh, where he happened to be in the 
company of a gentleman, who, ſpeaking of his 
brother at London, ſaid he was lately married 
to the daughter of Mr---- a merchant in that 


ei ns 1 

: The gentleman hearing a name mentioned, 

which was the ſame with that of his former 

miſtreſs's father, enquired where the perſon, 

who was lately married lived, and being cer- _ 
tified of his name and place of abode, failed for 

England the firſt opportunity. On his arrival! 

in London he went to the houſe according te 

the directions given him at Hamburgh, and 
enquiring for the gentleman, found that he 


was in the country, and would not return that  * + Bn 


night. He then, enquired for the lady (whom 
he well knew, though ſhe remembered not him, 
being much altered by the cutting off his hair 
and marks of the ſmall-pox) and pretending to 
have letters of recommendation from her huſ- 
bands brother at Hamburgh, defired to be enter- 
tainedas a ſervant. The lady replied, that her, 
huſband being abſent, ſhe could not give him 
a deciſive anſwer ; but as he had a letter from her 
NVC „ brother- 


Rs 


brother-in-law,” he ſhould be welcome to „ 
11 s lodging in the houſe. _ | 
Hle embraced her with much apparent chear- | 
fulneſs, and immediately entered the houſe. Phe 
lady pretending indiſpolition, was for going to 
bed, in order to hurry him away fupperleſs, 
Which he obſerving, « deſired a little beer. When 
the niaid was gone to fetch it, he had leiſure to 
look about, and eſpyed, amongſt other things, 
a cloth laid in an ample manner as if for ſome 
banquet, from whence concluding that this pre- 
paration could not be for the next day, but, 
that ſome perſon was to come in her huſband's 
abſence to partake of the dainties; he deter- 
mined to watch their motions.. Now it proved 
according to his ſurmize, this entertainment 
being provided for the regale of a gallant who 
had made an aſſigna: ion for that night. _ 
HFle accordingly came at the appointed hour, 
 _ < and was received with marks of the moſt en- 
', dearing reſpect. This cauſed the firſt lover 
to regret his hard fate; nevertheleſs, he reſolved 
to know the event of the . 
Phhey had no ſooner ſat down to their regale, 
than 2 ee e was heard at the door, and the 
maid diſcovered i it to be her maſter. - This put 
them into ſuch a conſternation, . that had ſhe 
not been a woman of ready invention and 
extraordinary preſence of mind, they muſt have 
been detected; but thruſting ber ſpark, the pro- 
viſion, table, bottles and all; into. an adjoining 
cloſet, ſhe betook herſelf to her couch with her 
er bea in her hand. 
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Her huſband entering, thought i nmſelf Rap 
py in a wife, Who was conſtantly at her pray- 
ers, and told her after ſome little diſcourſe, ; 
that he was going to Graveſend, to give 01 2 


about the lading of a ſhip, but had heard ſhe 


had fallen down to the Nore, ard coming of 


the water, he was hungry and muſt have Toh. 
thing for ſupper, His virtuous wife told 


him, that he den W om Ho" had prepared © 
nothing. 


The ſtranger now took an opportunity to 


- thew himſelf, and being demanded by the ma- 


ter who he was; the lady informed him, that 


he was one who had letters of recommenda- 


tion to be a ſervant from her brother-in-law at 


Hamburgh. The old Don then aſked him his 


qualifications. I have (replied the other) been 
bred a ſcholar, and taken ſome degrees at the 
univerſity ; I can write a good hand, and under-. 


ſtand accounts well; beſides whith durin g my 


reſidence at Oxford, I ſpent ſome time in the 


ſtudy of magic, or the Black art, for which © 


-_ expe lle. I can perform ſomething won - 


derful os without danger, I can diſcoyer pri- 
vate enemies, reveal robberies, help tight own-. 
ers to goods ftolen or loſt, and to ips be- 


calmed procure a wind, that ſhall bring them 
to their defired port. I wiſh, then, faid'the old 


gentleman, you could procure: me a ſupper : 


to- night, for my appetite is very keen. With _ 


this wiſh he promifed to comply, and the lady 


fearing the diſcovery of her intrigue, oppoſed 


it violently, till the Sham-Conjuror aſſured her 


by a private ſign, * he would preſerve. her 


3. 3 _ honour | 


OY 


| | honour - invioates' the conſented,” on con- 
dition that ſhe ſhould have. nothing to terri- 
fy . . 
Our Magician 7 Pen bis incantation, 
Meplorbus ! Mephorbus! Mephorbus ! thrice have 
I invoked thee my familiar, be thou now affiſ= | 
tant to my deſires, ſupply whatever Aa hungry 2 
| _ appetite requires, 
Alfter making the twelve ſigns © on the Zo- 
. Jiac, and muttering ſome unintelligible jargon z 
he pauſed, and ſtcod as if liſtening to an i- 
viſible ſpeaker; then told them that they might + | 
fall to and eat heartily of the meat that was 
provided for them, which ſtood upon the table 
ready furniſhed in ſuch a cloſet. When the 
maſter of the houſe had appeaſed his hunger. 
he deſired to be informed, by what means, all 
this proviſion was brought into the cloſet, as 
he heard no noiſe, Sir (ſays. the Conjurer) 
 *twas done by a familiar that I have command 
of, and you ſhall ſee him if you pleaſe. By 
all means (ſays the other) that I may thank 
him, for I would do according to the old pro- 
verb, give the devil his due; upon which the 
= ftranger renewed his invocations thus, Mephor- 
bus that lurkeſt here, put on human ſhape, 
appear viſible to our eyes, and come forth in. 
the likeneſs of a fine well-dreſſed een 
ſuch as may pleaſe chis lad. 
Upon this the young gallant came forth, and 
the door being opened for him, he paſſed thro | 
| Are room making a bow, and went into e 
rect. 2 5 | 


B 


Thus the 8 e came off with 
1 on all ſides. The maſter of the houſe 


Was obliged to him for procuring an elegant S 
repaſt at a time he wanted it ;. the lady for get- 


ting rid of her gallant, and the pallant for 


ſuch a favourable e of eſcaping from 
the huſband. 

Whether this relation be true or fabulous, 
it is as well authenticated, as the preſent fa- 
culty to which our modern fortune-tellers pre- 
tend, notwithſtanding, through the I 
and folly-of mankind, ſuch infamous cheats are. 
protected and encouraged. - 

As a further detection of theſe cilia 
1 ſhall cite a particular inſtance, wherein their 
abſurdity appears moſt glaring. 

There now lives in this town a famous wiſe * 
man, who is a great pretender to the art 


of Fortune-telling, and has acquired ſuch re- x 


pautation among the lower claſs of people, that 
he has forty or fifty fools tb attend him every 
morning; ſome women to know when they 
ſhall be ar fed; ſome marrried women, whoſe 


huſbands are at fea or in foreign plantations, to 
= know if he can give them any tidings concern»: 
ing their ſtate and circumſtances ; ' fome per- 


| ſons to know whether they ſhall be proſpe- 
rous in their marriage, voyage or buſineſs in 
hand, and others about ſtolen goods, and che 

like. An ingenious married lady having heard 
much of Mr. Tell-Truth's name, reſolved to 
be determined whether his pretenſions were 
well founded, or his followers were fools. She 
een * to the Oracle, and on her 
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approach to the chair of Infallibility, told 
him, in a ſubmiſſive manner, that ſhe deſired to 
be informed when providence would bleſs her 
with a huſband : Having examined her Phyſiag- 
nomy, the Prophet told her the man was yet 
. unknown to her, who would certainly marry 
ber within a few weeks, by whom ſhe ſhould 
baue three children, then bury him, and marry 
a ſecond time ſoon after, very much to her ad- 
vantage as well as ſatisfaction, and ſhould live 
happily with him to a great age. 
The lady then remonſtrating with the im» » 
poſter - on his fallacy, and declaring that fhe . 
had had a huſband nine years, he defired to 
ſee her hand once more; upon a review of 
which, he cried, I was miſtaken, for I now find 
thou haſt a huſband, but he is ſuch a very - 
Imall one, that I can with much difficulty dif. 0 
cern his ſignification in thy palm. Happening 
to gueſs right in this particular, the lady burſt 
into laughter, and deing well pleaſed with the 
cCeunning of the cheat, went away con- 
firmed in her opinion, that there was nothing 
in his pretended ſkill, but meer gueſs and ſub- 
: A country - gentleman, ſtrangely infatuated 
with an opinion of aſtrology, had recourſe to 
this famous Planet Juggler, and reſolving to 
venture ſome money in the lottery, gave him a 
Leer, to aſſign him a lueky hour for that 
ble.. . 
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2 a parcel of figures to amaze the querift, he 
my fixed on a certain time, wherein he ſhould be 
ö „ 8 fortunate. 
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fortunate. . The gentleman, purſuant to the 


1 


Star-gropet's directions, bought a ticket, which 
coming up an hundred pounds, he preſented the 
old fox with ten guineas, and defired he would 


mention another day in which he might again 


be fortunate, 


* 


= 


tickets; but, to his mortification, they all 
came up blanks; and his only recourſe ' was, 


to go back and curſe the Philoſopher, and his 


here lived a few years ago in the county 


ng {tars. 
of Surry a famous Aſtrologer, who, to deceive 


people, had ſeveral bells placed in a ſtudy above OY 
ſtairs, the ropes of which hung down the wall 1 


of a dark ftair-caſe; one ſignifying loſt ſheep, 
another cloaths ſtolen off the hedge, another 


ſtrayed or ſtolen horſes, which were the chief 
things, about which the country people fe- 


paired to him. * 


A Butcher having | loft ſome ſheep, - went 7 


to the Aſtrologer's houſe, and having ac» 


3 the ſervant with the nature. of his bu- 


ineſs, the Sheep- bell was tinkled, upon which 
the Doctor came down, put on his furr caps 
and conjuring countenance. _ . „ 

He immediately addreſſed himſelf to the buts 
cher, with How now friend, Ill warrant you 


have loſt ſome ſheep, and you want me to 


give you tidings of them. Yes, noble Doc- 
tor (ſays the man.) Come (ſays the Doctor) 


Walk into my parlour, and I will endeayour to 
5 5 give 


%% 


The bait was greedily ſwallowed and the d 5 x; 
fixed, on which the gentleman purchaſed ten 
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IX EL „ 
give you ſatisfaction. The Butcher followed, 


and happened to have a dog with him; which 
crept unobſerved under one of the chairs; the 


ſervant according to cuſtom, had dieſſed him- 
felf up in a bull's hide, waiting for his ſums 


mons to appear. This given, he made his ap- 


5, ivy and the dog being of the true breed, 


eized the Doctor's aſſiſtant, and made bim 
roar like the beaſt he repreſented. The Con- 


Juror, riſing in a great paſſion, cried out, take 
off your dog, you rogue, take off your dog. 


The Butcher, having diſcovered the cheat, re- 
B not I by my troth Doctor, I know 


e's as good as ever run, let them fight fair, 
Doctor; if you'll venture your devil, ill ven- 
ture my dog. The Doctor at length was 
Wo * to pay the man for his ſheep, to pre- 
vent a further diſcovery of his notorious frauds. 
Inn ſhort, a train of miſadventures have at- 
tended this diabolical cheat, and te lives to 


rue their credulous regard to it. 


I Would therefore particularly admoniſn my 
| caney friends, to contemn ſuch arrogant 


pretenders to an attribute of deity; to baniſh 


all idle and groundleſs ſuggeſtions, and pro- 
ſecuting the paths of honour and virtue, 
leave other concerns to an 1 provie. 


dence. - : 5 
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(PRETENDED FRIENDS.. 


JEFORE I Jay open to my Country Rows 
ders the 3 which often lies hid in 
feigned pretenſions to friendſhip, it will be 
neceſſary to deſcribe ſome general properties 
of a Knave or Falſe Friend, that they may 
be upon their guard, and avoid theix guileful = 
 Infiqgations- HEE -_— 
Though ſome. are of opinion that Knave 9 
may be known by his looks, and that the coun- = 
tenance is an index of the mind; there are Hy- | 
pocrites, who have art enough to manage 
their very faces, ſo as to indicate the ſtricteſt ho- 
neſty, or profoundeſt ſtupidity. A Knave I 4 
would diſtinguiſh from a Falſe Friend, by ob- 
ſerving, that thoſe he wrongs are not ſuch as 
he profeſſes a friendſhip for; but he pratiſes 
upon all whom chance throws in his way; WM 
whereas, a Treacherods Friend, after the moſt 
ſolemn proteſtations and ſtrongeſt obligations, 
breaks through every bond, and evidently diſ- 
covers a want of e eee honour, and 
common honeſty: he as much exceeds a Knave i 
in the atrociouſneſs of his conduct, as perjury. | 
and treachery are more injurous than a petty | 
cheat. Meer pretenſions to friendſhip are a 
combination of fraud, and deceit of every kind, 
as well as the product of the meaneſt cow- 
ardice ; for, as by their diſguife they obviate 
the ſuſpicion of the-open- hearted generous man, 
they frequently ſtab him in the dark, with re- 
1985 to character or Property. 


0-5 


AS) 
| Tn ſhort, in point of ſtriẽt morality, they 
ö differ not from the murderer; for though they 
evade the letter of the law, they are guilt 

of violating every ſacred tie, that can connect 
the intereſt of mankind, or promote ſocial hap- 
7 Twi ro ft oghog 
Various are the methods which theſe Pre- 
tenders purſue to inſinuate themſelves, with the 
ignorant, or the generous 


j 


They have generally a conſummate «fron- 
tery, with an affectation of modeſty, and can 
aſſume a variety of looks to ſubſerve different 
purpoſes. They often feign an exceſſive re: 

gad for the intereſt of another, who no ſooner 
follows their direction, than fatal experience 
convinces him cf. his own credulity and the 
perfidy of a pretended friend. TY Lady. 

In the former courſe of my life, being un 
acquainted with the treachery of mankind, 1 | 
liſtened to the ſmooth addreſs, warm proteſta- 
tions, and fanguine counſel of one of this. 

ſtamp, and becoming remarkably intimate with 
him, made him acquainted with the particulars 
of my circumſtances, referred to his opinion, 
in all caſes of importance, and at length en- 
tered into the cloſeſt connections with him. 
As an indolent diſpoſition induced him to prey 
upon the unwary, my little property was ſoon * 
exhauſted, -and my Pretended Friend not only 
treated me with the vileſt abuſe, but had 
well night, entangled me in a labyrinth, out 
of which I could never have extricated my- 
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HIS is the laſt of the - pernicious charac- 
ters we piopoſed to diſplay to the view. 


of our readers, as of injurious -tendency to all 
who are influenced by them. ES 
Though at firſt view theſe may appear harm- 
leſs. and inoffenſive, * their diſpoſition muſt 
divert them from thoſe purſuits on which de- 
pends their moſt important intereſt. 29 5 
Goſſips I conſider as referring to the fe- 
male ſex, and would underſtand by the term, 
perſons, who, through habit or inclination, are 
addicted to perpetual chit-chatz and therefore 
always know, more of their neighbour's con- 
cerns than their own. 5 


Converſe with a Goffip always encourages 


a ſpirit of detraction, cheriſhes envy, and fo - 


ments animoſities, „ ft | 
Goſſips of all ranks, from my lady, to Moll 


the kitchen maid delight in idle ſtories, lying 


reports, and defamatory accuſations. 


They are led by their practice to lye, neglect 


their duty, and ſquander their time. Which 


conſequence will inevitably render the rich 
deſpicable, and the poor deſtitute; and every con- 


ſiderate perſon, knows, to what trying tempta- 
tion penury reduces, when characters are 
ſtained, or reputation loſt. 


I mention this foible of tittle-tattle eſpecial- 


ly as it abounds in this town, and has, to my 
certain knowledge, been an inſuperable ob- 
. GW fal 
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ſtacle to the preferment of many country- 
girls, who, having imbibed it by example, 
© have acquired ſuch qualities as have proved 
their diſgrace if not ruin, and have incurred 

; them the diſapprobation of the wiſe and good. 
BD Shun therefore all converſe with Goſſips, be- 
cauſe ©* Evil communication corrupts good 
manners”, . 5 . . 


* 
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General Remarks on the preſent State J 

; and Condition of the Town, inter- 

ö her ſed with admonitions to Coun- 

iy perſons of both Sexes. 3 

i - 1 ONDON has been juſtly deſcribed as a 

3 world by itſelf, in which we may diſ- 

h cover more new countries, and ſurprizing 
ſingularities, than in all the univerſe be- 


fides. | „ ® me 
It may juſtly be compared to a large foreſt 
of wild beaſts, where thouſands range about 
at a venture, are equally ſavage, and mutual- . 
ly deſtructive one of another, 5 
It abounds with hurry and impertinence, 
ſcramblings and underminings, villainies, cheats, 
and impoſtures. | | | | 8 
Survey it from the court, to the dung: bill, 
you will ſee moſt of its inhabitants appear in 
maſk, even at noon day, affecting to be buſy 


in the ſervice of ſociety, but baſely ſub- 
5 | fp 


1 63 * 
ſerving their own paſſions, as if deceit was a 
virtue. 

Its very pomp, the innumberable equitt 
ges, and ſplendid retinue we fee in every corner 
afford but a melancholy token of an univerſal 
poverty, and the diſmal proſpe&t of crowds of 

| Miſerable people, either tortured with the ago- 
nies of their own, guilt and follies; groan- 
ing under want of the neceſſaries of life, mad 
or infatuated by oppreſſion, or deſperate from 
an urgent ſenſe of irretrievable loſſes ſuſtained in 
. « conſcience, reputation, or property. 

In ſhort, if one grand idea could contain a 
Juſt repreſentation of the motley tribe, which 
daily exhibit in this ſcene of action, we could 
not entertain it without confuſion and a- 
ſtoniſnment. Here are diſplayed a perfect 
drama of human life; a juſt portrait of hu- | - 

man nature, and a ſtriking picture of men and 
things. | 

The court is an epitome of this city as wel 

as the world, and abounds with glaring in- 
ſtances of the lawleſs a of pride, ambition 
and avarice. 

The avenues leading to it are agreeable to 
"the proſpect, and all terminate in the ſame ; 
point, .honour and ſelf-intereſt. 

At firſt view the end ſeems eaſily attainable, | 
but experience will prove, that before any 
can arrive at the defired goal, many bye- paths 

muſt be croſſed, many intricate mazes explored, 
many convictions of right and wrong ſtifled, 
and many arts invented and pen HT 


* 


* 9 mY 3 8 9 2 
. 
” F «7 : 


| . , ea 
- 2 8 * _ * * 

* Ade $ 

5 a al x — 

: : 41-3 bp; 
3 1 I * 
* 1 
5 ; 
5 


9 4% - 1 - 4 
- y þ 8 
g 7 2 * . S i ” 
: . ** 2 2 p : 
= * - £ 
as 
. 4 s 4 
* 1 : - x 
- 
- " 
8 . : 
<x 8 ' A 
= c . 
4 4 8 
* * # 
5 4 - + - 7 
7 8 - 1 
: — 


N — 


x o 5 * 


At Weſtminſter-hall you may hear hideous 
complaints for want of money and buſineſs, 
much harangue to little purpoſe, effrontery 

and froth getting the better of modeſty and 

good ſenſe, and dignified rogues opprefling the 

_ helpleſs but honeſt. _ „ 
Obſerve the ſticklers for religion, and you 
will find them inveterately hating, uncha- 
ritably cenſuring each other, and almoſt every 
party denouncing anathemas on the reſt. 

If we lead the countryman from one ſeat of 

action to another, it will excite at once his cu- 

_ riofity and ſurprize. When he beholds the re- 
verend robe of authority, he will be diſpoſed to 
honour the wearer ; but, when he finds it to be 
a ſanction for iniquity, it will incur his con- 
tempt. . 5 | 
The Paik is famous for being the rendez- 
vous of the gay and gallant, who aſſemble _ 
there to ſee and be ſeen, to cenſure and be 
cenſured ; the ladies to ſhew their finery and the 
fruits of much pains taken at the toilet, and 
beaus to expoſe their fopperies, obſerve the 
beauties,. and fix on a toaſt for the approach- 
ing evening. Every one here is curious in exa- 

mining thoſe who paſs, and moſt are malicious 
as well as cenforious. FCC 
In this place of general concourſe, people of- 

ten join in the company of thoſe whom they 
either hate or deride; for company is not ſought 
here for the benefit of converſation, but joined 
to acquire a degree of confidence, and embol- 
den perſons againſt the common reflections of 
the place. They talk chiefly to be taken * 
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of by thoſe who paſs by them, for which rea- 


ſon they raiſe their voices, that thoſe who know 


them, may not meet without a bow en paſſant. 


Here ladies walk four or five miles in a morn- 
ing with all the alacrity imaginable, who at 


| home think it an inſupportable fatigue to journey 


Lg 


from one end of their chamber to another. 
You may obſerve a beau reconnoitering the 


Mall, as mach divided in mind as a lady in 
a lace chamber, in determining which com- 


pany he ſhall join, and to avoid the fatal con- 


ſequences of a wrong choice, uſe as much pre- 


* 


caution as a prudent parent Would do in the 


diſpoſal of F panty martiage. _ 
A plain Iriſb Lord ſhall lead half a dozen 


laced coats up and down during his pleaſure; 


and another time be as much neglected as an 


honeſt man in diſtreſs, upon the fight of a rib- 
bon, though every ribbon be 


ars attraction ac- 


* 


cording to its colour. 


The Park is likewiſe the refort. of uſurers, 


who ply there in queſt of young ſpend- thrifts, 


with whom they deal in the cent. per cent. 


way, and many of whom they eaſe of athird part 


of their eſtate by the time it comes into their 


- 


poſſeſſion. 


_ Here are alſo to be ſeen a number of taw- 
dry miſſes, who are ambling up and down in 
queſt of a Cully, a dinner and a crown; as 
well as many ſharpers, lying in wait for a foot - 
of fortune, or an inexperienced countryman. 


In ſhort, the Mall exhibits a motley ſcene of 


vanity, folly, and knavery ; though, it may 
afford recreation and improvement, to the 
: H 3 ____ Rranger 
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ſtranger of has ſex, provided they are ſuf | 
* ficiently guarded againſt its ſnares and in- = TR 
trigues. _ 

I would admoniſh the country girl to be cau- 
tious of frequenting that or any other place 
of public reſort in this town, without Proper 
company 
The Play- houſe under regulation i is a place 
of rational entertainment, and pleaſing inſtruc- 
tion, much of which is loſt through the ſelf 
intereſted compliance of the managers with the 
vitiated taſte of the town; I call it vitiated, » || + 
becauſe people in general delight either 
in the repreſentation of obſcenity, or non- 
ſenſical operas, farces, &c. which tend to cor- 
rupt and enervate the minds of the Ing, e 
ration. 

Here the indolent wits away their precious : 
time, the critic comes to indulge his vanity, + 
the ſharper to trapan, the courtezan to allure 
and decoy, the bawd and procureſs to ſeduce, 

And beaus and belles to ſee, be PIs and mutu- 
ally captivate. 

In this epitome of the world, are four ah ; 
the : firſt is compoſed of- n e of quality and 
are ſeated in the boxes; though fools and 
impertinents too often intrude amongſt them; 
The ſecond-claſs, whoſe province is the pit, 

_ conſiſts of citizens and their ladies, wits and 
eritics, ſharpers and courtezans; the third 5 
rank occupies the middle gallery, and is com- 
poſed of mechanics, and the midling degree 
of at ; the Pure. and laſt comprehends the 
8 . 25 3 1 refuſe 
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5 -refuſe of the town, and is the ſeat of noiſe; im- 


pertinence and confuſion. i 7 . 
There are rightly at the Play-houſes both in 
the pit and middle gallery a number of jilt- 
ing whores ready to ſeduce any perſon who has 
the leaſt appearence of a ſtranger. When ſuch 
a one is ſeated, one of theſe ladies comes up to 
him with a kind of formal impudence, and 
fixes herſelf as near him as poſſible, then be- 
gins ſome impertinent prate, to draw him into 
converſation with her. If ſhe finds him a man 


it for her turn, and a true ſquire, with a ſub- 


tle and infinuating civility, ſhe leaves him a 
little perhaps, to acquaint ſome Hanger-on that 
ſhe has a bubble in tow; ſome proper meaſures; 
are then reſolved on, and ſhe returns and will 
be ſure to ſtick by him to the end of the play,: 
by n forcing her diſcourſe to him, and 
contracting a kind of familiarity with him. 

When the entertainment is over, ſhe'll take 
care to march out with him, and by the way 
contrive to let him have a glimpſe at her painted 


* 


If this prevails not, and he ſtill ſeems inſen- 


ſible of her deſign, ſhe comes to cloſe parley, 


and deſires to know which way he anew welds. 


is always: ſure to be hers. Here ſhe takes oc- 
caſion to inſinuate, that if he'll call a coach and 
ſet her down, ſhe'll give him a. caſt another 
If this ſucceeds, the buſineſs is half done; 
and now ſhe has got him to herſelf, ſne be- 
* gins to Ge ter, to commend. his 
nature Ry civility, but above all, the kindn 


* 


eſs iz 


7 


%. in 
. * 
8 * » ” ? p 4 


Ut 
V 
i 
"44 
£4 
3" 
*. 
&7 
| 
1 
% 
4 | 
b 


(6) 


- 


"of taking her into his coach; in e 
ok which, if he'll do her the favour to go hame 


with her to her lodgings, ſhe Il do her beſt to 
make him am ends. 

When he arrives there, fhe'l ſift him to 
no his circumſtances, character in life, &c. 
which if they anſwer her expectation, ſhe af- 


fects to be fo captivated with his deportment, 


that he muſt needs dine with her to-morrow, 


and thus the train is effectually laid, and he is. 


generally taken in for both, _ 
The Bawd and Procurefs alfo frequently lay 
Wait here for the unwary of both ſexes, and 
various are the arts, which they practiſe to 
the injury of the one, and ruin of the other. 
There are alſo a fort of male decoyers in 


this ſcene of allurement, whoſe buſineſs it is 


to inveigle the ſtranger or countryman into de- 


ſtructive paths. 
One of theſe officious fellows will find ſome 


occaſion to accoſt him, and after a little con- 


verſe, as they ſeldom want confidence and i im- 


pudence, and ſtand little on forms and cere- 
monies ; will aſk him after the play to accom- 
pany bim to the tavern, and drink to the 


health of an honeſt gentleman of his country, 
whom he either knows or has heard of. If 


he can wheedle him thither, the firſt buſineſs 


is to make him drunk, draw him into gaming, | 
| and then rob him of his money. 


Various alſo are the traps laid for the un 
ſuſpecting fair in this inchanting place; to avoid 
the fatal conſequences of being trappanned into 


- which, I adviſe "a * readers of both 


ſexes, . 


2 Wo 


N 


1 not to be immoderately fond of nlea- 
ſures, and never to ufe them without conſider- 
ing their deſign, and in the * of diſereet, 
ogperiegred ends. nfs - 
London Coffee houſes cm a vaſt va- 
riety of characters, and are frequented by good, 
bad, idle, and inſignificant perſons. 1 
Here you may find the man ot buſineſs, the 
abiloſopher, the critic, the beau, the ſhar- 
per, and ſpunger ; ſome tranſacting their com- 
mercial concerns, ſome ruminating, ſome diſ- 
playing their logical talents, ſome lolling bet- 
ween {leep and flumber, ſome looking out for 
their prey, and ſome, by their yacant faces, in- 
dicating no emotion at all. | 
Frequenting the coffee-houſes in the differ- 
ent parts of the town, will afford a ſtranger 
a very good notion of the inhabitants in gene- 
ral, as well as a ftriking diſplay of the dif- 
fadent characters in it; and if he is on his 
guard, will not pfove in the leaſt detrimental | 
to him. | 2 
So various are the avocations of this. Ww | 
and ſo different the times of attending them, 
that there are ſome houſes of entertainment 
open all night as well as day; in order, ac- 
cording to their original deſign, to accom- 
modate thoſe, whoſe callings oblige them . 
attend at the earlieſt hours. | 
But as cuſtoms degenerate in time, 65 theſe | 
are likewiſe rendered ſubſervient to baſe purpo- . 
ſes and fraudulent deſigns. | 
P uheſe houſes are moſtly frequented! by loofe | 


Kordel y N who ply there in queſt of 
| perſons 
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= On 
perſons either intoxicated with liquor or igno- 
rant of the town, in order to trapan them by 
various artifices into meaſures, beneficial to the 
ſeducer, and deſtructive to the ſeduced, No- 
thing is more common, than for perſons, after 
they have ſuffered. themſelves to be detained: 
beyond their uſual hour of departure, to be- 
take themſelves to one of this kind of houſes ; 
where they will find a number of caairmen, 
coachmen and others, the refuſe of mankind, 
together with ſome in the ſame plight as them- 
ſelves. It is extraordinary if pretence is not 
found to quarrel, eſpecially with one who 
ſeems to be a countryman, unleſs you will com- 
ply with their exorbitant demands either in 
gaming; drinking, or ſpending your money 
aviſhly on them; in ſuch caſes the ſtranger 
never fails of being foiled ; for if they cannot 
conquer him by dint of manhood, they will by 
numbers. If you chance (as is very probable) 
to fall aſleep, you may expect to awake with- 
out your hat, watch, money, &c. and it will 
be very difficult for you to obtain indemnity 
for property loſt in ſo promiſcuous a com- 
pany. „ OP 
In moſt of the paſſages and avenues leading 
to theſe night-houſes, you will be accoſted by 
the moſt miſerable of, all whores, who are ei- 
ther excluded a lodging, through wantonneſs 
or poverty; if you comply not with their deſire, 
they will revile you, and if you reſent their a- 
buſe *tis much if you eſcape the rigorous diſ- 


cipline of ſome attendant bullies ; whereas com- 


pliance 


. 1 * 


| E 71 - TW 
pliance will almoſt certainly be attended with - 
the moſt pernicious conſequences. _ 

To avoid theſe diſaſters, the ſtranger ſhould 
regularly and punctually comply with the forms 
and hours of the houſe in which he reſides, 


% 


— 


when in town. 

Among the reſt of the many diverſions and 
amuſements contrived by the ingenious and ne- 
ceſſitous; to entertain the rich, the fortunate, 
and the fooliſh; beſides plays, operas, panto- 
mimes, cat's operas, puppet ſhews, &c. there 
has been practiſed amongſt us a piece of old 
french gallantry, called a maſquerade, an in- 
ſtitution, wherein the moſt abandoned may 
indulge the exceſs of luxury and laſciviouſneſs, 
and wallow in the Extravagatice of 9 
ſcence. 


oy 


To the 1 of the preſent day, this ex- 


travagance of vice has been rather diſcounte- 
nanced than encouraged of late, but as it ſome- 
times is allowed under the diſguiſed title of 


an aſſembly, and as from experience I am aſſured 


of its baneful influence, eſpecially on ſtrangers ; 
I think it incumbent on me, to exhibit "a 
conciſe view of the ſame, in order to ex- 
cite the averſion of the reader to an amuſe- 
ment fo repugnant to me laws of reaſon and 
virtue. 

| Fired in my youthful days with the many 
extravagant repreſentations I had heard of this 
motley farce; I refolved to be no longer ig- 
norant of a diverſion, which had been ho- 
noured, as fame reported, by the preſence of 


the greateſt We ee I commu- 
nicated 
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nicated my intentions to a few choſen com- 
panions, and prevailed upon them, to par-- 
* ticipate with me of the ſame expenſive folly.- 
| On a certain night we took coach in the 

city, turned our backs upon the honeſt part of 
the town, and hurried away, to the Jong: deſired Y 

ſcene of delight. 

Having, according to cuſtom, transformed 

4 : 3 at one of the ſhops appointed for the 
| | purpoſe, into ſuch ſort of uncouth figures, as 
1 might put us on a level with the Whimſical 
maortals, with whom we were about to mix; 
notwichſtanding our vicinity to the aſſembly- 
houſe, we thought proper to croud ourſelves 
into ſedan chairs; to avoid the inſults of the 
rabble, who were gathered in great numbers on 
the important occaſion. 

When we arrived at Cupid's new Eiyſium, 
and had paſſed through a lane of ſoldiers; in- 
ſtead of ready money, we produced our print · 
ed tickets, which by parting with a piece at 
a time,. carried us through three examiner's 
offices, till we were introduced by the maſter 
of the ceremonies into a lofty hall. | 
7 F now began to look about me with as much Ns 
ſurpriſe, as a countryman under the dome of 
St. Paul's, being ſurrounded with ſuch a va- 
riety of objects, as at once perplexed my very 
Ze | 

"Having amuſed myſelf Seas with the glit- 
tering pomp and aſtoniſhing variety that ſur- 
rounded me, I could not forbear thinking 
that all the vices and follies in the univerſe 
were here promiſcuouſly . together. 
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Being at length a little reconciled to the 
many. frightful appearances, that were launtering 
to and fro to entertain each other, with an in- 
exprefſible. diverſity of paſte- board faces, old 
play -houſe robes, and other fantaſticaldiſguiſes; < 
I began. to examine particulars, and fix in my 
memory every OCCUTTENCE, that might deſerve 
Pp; iblic notice, = 

Purſuant to my defign, I took ſeveral turns 
the whole length of the grand aſſembly- room, 
which was crouded with a vaſt variety of un- 

couth mortals, and appeared on the whole as a 
medley of all nations, ages, and profeſſions... 

While the more-ſprightly part of the motley 
aſſembly were diverting themſelves with ſhak - 
ing their heels, others were 3 as ſpec- 
tators, to delight their eyes with the fine cuts, 
and capers of the young gentlemen, and the 
' agility aud deportment of the nimble- footed la- 
dies, who uſed every art and device to win 
hearts. | 

After ſeveral ſhort Se with the 
fair ſex, in various forms, and on various ſub- 
jects ; I began to. amuſe my curioſity, with the 
numberleſs throng of ſpectators, that were buz- 
Zing about me, and found carried into prac- 
tice every frantic invention, that could render 
human nature contemptibly ludicrous, N 

There were mixed together, kings and pea- 
ſa nts, old and young, falta and demons, the 


rave and the gay, ghoſts and living forms, 8 


and all characters that could ange a x Jun: | 
* of . 
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Thus variegated, they fallied forth in great 
numbers into the hazard- room; I followed, and 
beheld them purſuing their paſtime with the 

utmoſt decorum ; the winners refraining from 
all - extatic tranſports, and the lovers from 
frantic exclamations ; no noiſe was heard but 
the chinking of gold, the rattling of dice, and 
the ſtamping of the box. 
From the gameſters apartment, Loli d the 
grand aſſembly room, to ſome more private 
conveniencies on the the right hand; where 
conſenting lovers retired out of the crowd to 
confirm their aſſignations. I had no ſooner en- 
tered upon theſe premiſes, than I found the ſeats 
all occupied by the moſt amorous part of both 
ſexes. Here all the languiſhing poſtures, allur- 
ing whiſpers, and engaging airs, that could 
poſſibly kindle the fire of love in the- coldeſt 
breaſt, were modeſtly exerciſed. 
PFrom thence I moved forward till I came to 
an apartment, where all ſorts of rich drams, 
and cordials were plentifully diſpenſed to both 
ſexs, by three or four female underſtrappers, 
whoſe ſole buſineſs was to give their vigilant 
attendance on this particular ſtation. I 
Hither the trading part of the female qua- | 
lity repair, to ſharpen their wits, elevate their 
drooping ſpirits, and render themſelves more 
acceptable companions to ſuch unfortunate 
cullies as ſhould happen to engage with them. 
HhHeeing rather averſe to diſtilled liquors, eſ- 
pecially at ſecond hand, I removed my quar- 
ters, and retired through the crowd into one of | 


the boxes, where I might fit at eaſe, behold the 
* 


x v 


” ; 
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aſſembly at a diftanee; and ruminate upon the 
excellent uſe, and public benefit of this moſt 
| glorious convention, where all degrees of per- 

ſons either had or might have recourſe” to play 
the fool without the danger of being known, + 
and the diſhonour of being expoſed in ſome 
public news paper. 

Here I gazed a conſiderable time with alter- 
nate rage, and tranſport, till upon a ſignal given 
at the upper end of the room, moſt of the com- 
pany vaniſhed in a minute, and the ſpacious 
place of reception was left empty. | 
TI enguired the cauſe of this ſudden deſertion, 
and the perſon, to whom H applied, perceiving 
by my queſtions I was a ſtranger to the cul- 
toms of this honourable aſſembly, told me, 
that they were all under ground at preſent, 
and buſily engaged in regaling themſelves, 

Advancing to the upper end of the room, my 
noſe was ſaluted with the ſmell of various dain- 
ties, but I could not yet diſcover from whence _ 
the fumes aroſe, till looking narrowly about 
me, at length in an obſcure corner on the right 
hand, I found a fteep pair of ſtairs, that def- 
cended almoſt perpendicularly into a ſubterra- 
nean cave, where as I entered I was environed 
by a pack of cormorants, contending for the 
rareſt dainties that nature could produce; ag 
the entertainment was very- inadequate to —— | 
numerous aſſembly. With much difficulty I 
procured a ſufficiency to appeaſe the keeneſs of 
my appetite, and retired into one of the boxes, 
where I happened to find a lady much troubled 

with the hick- up, having made too free with 
| ; 2 FClaret 
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Claret and citron water; I began to adminiſlar 
what verbal comfort I could to a diſtreſſed lady 
in her ſtaggering condition; at firſt ſhe ſeemed 
coy, but I ſoon made her break through her 
diſſembled modeſty, and put on her natural 
temper, as well as her ſituation would admit. 

After ſome incoherent diſcourſe with her, I 
enquired her name and lodging, made her fair 
promiſes, and a handſome apology for not 
waiting on her home, and ſo returned into the 
crowd in queſt of my companions, whom I 
ſoon found, being all like myſelſ well cloyed 
with their entertainment. 

By this time, which was about five in the 
morning, the muſic was filenced, the danc- 
ing given over, the company dull, and the 
lovers eager to enjoy fools paradiſe : ſo that 
with the 1eſt of my companions, I took a final 
(leave of this expenſive piece of mummery, with; 

encreaſed concern for the prevalence of vice 
and folly in my native country. 

From ſuch aſſemblies as theſe I would dif- 
ſuade my readers of both ſexes, as they tend 
to give the minds of youth a wrong bias, and 

divert them from the paths of moral and ſocial 
virtue. 

As the curioſity of country perſons is natu- 
rally excited by the various things, that pre- 
ſent themſelves in this town, and as many of 
them may be ſeen both with amuſement and 
improvement; ſo there are other ſcenes, at 
which he cannot be preſent, without incurring 
much danger, if not ſuſtaining great loſs, both 

in e and conflitunon. | 


* 


| Covent 
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Wir)» 
Covent- Garden and its purlieus have many 


ſnares, which often entice the inexperienced, 
heated youth to his deſtruction ; and therefore 


3 
Here are a vaſt variety of allurements, ſuch 


as taverns, bagnios, Fa and lodging- 
ü ſome adapted to the purpoſe of aſſig- 


nation, and others to that of the nme | 


tion of amorous deſires. 

"The jelly-houſes have within theſe few years 
been relorted by ladies of pleaſure, who ply there 
as cattle at market, or ſervants at a ſtatute- hall, 

! whine you may repair, and chooſe ſuch goods, 
- as beſt ſuit your taſte, Thoſe who ns 
- theſe houſes have certainly loſt that ſhame and 
delicacy which are the ornaments of their ſex, 


as well as contracted the moſt barefaced lf: | 


tery, being capable of expoſing themſelves to 


the. lewd embraces of an abſolute ſtranger - for | 


a a trifling © conſideration.” They are likewiſe 
the reſort of idle fellows, who een live on 
the contribution of proſtituted wretches, and 
are therefore bound to appear there, in or- 
der to aſſert thole: cauſe yu ane their 950 
Beese 5 
In ſhort, e ſober chin webe regards h is 
"intereſt or character, will avoid ſuch plates as 
are moſtly frequented by perlons of indolent 
{difpolitions, and tainted morals,” and are in the 
:thigheſt ſenſe derogatory to his honour, ſubver- 


- five of his happineſs, ' and NM IT) to his in- 
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From thoſe 19 5 the Loans ti. ht ” 


their abandoned as well as deluded followers, 


commonly adjourn to another ſcene of debau- 
- chery commonly. called, | 


) 


In this place there 1s a nightly. ona 
of whores, re, penſioners, bullies and cul- 


lies. 


night, and cloſes about four in the morning. 
Here are diſcharged vollies of oaths and exe- 


crations, ribaldry and nonſenſe, blaſphemy and 


obſcenity; all that can ſhock a modeſt ear, 
_ offend a ſerious mind, or diſguſt a rational 
obſerver, is practiſed without remorſe, re- 
ſpect of perſons or ſex, or regard to the 


ſuperiority of the human to the brutal crea - 


tion. 


their view in frequenting them proceeds from 


different cauſes, they Are generally careleſs a- 


bout the quality or quantity of what they 
orge to the deſtruction of their health, 


554 a 0d che profit of the . abandoned-ed man- 
5 Kind. $24 + 4% i £ Ms Naty ; 2 


The wgvarded, youth, not only iniunrss his 


ebnftitutierr through means of intemperance by 


As the Jacallanls of fe — 5 cannot but” 
be ſuppoſed to have loſt all ſenſe of honour. and 
- Juſtice, the gueſts cannot reaſonably expect 
fair treatment or good liquors; and indeed as 


-  *The buſy ode generally opens en mid- 


SY 


-frequenting ſuch houſes, but alſo too often 


contracts ſuch acquaintance, a0 prove an eter- | 


1 nal barrier to his future — £2107 
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I have an intimate friend who lives a melan- 
choly proof of the truth of this remark, and 
dates his ruin from the very day he enter- 
AE one of theſe enchanting, but, deſtrugtive 
„%%% ³ ⅛ 60. r- 

Nie was the only fon of an indulgent mother, 
but after a good education at ſchool being ap- 
. prenticed by his guardians to a menial trade, he 
thought proper to, relinquiſh that and apply to 
ga4academical ſtudies, to qualify himſelf for a 
more important ſtation in life. 
_ ._ Theſe he proſecuted with ſucceſs ſome years, 
during which he lived happy in himſelf, reſ- 
pected by his friends, and endeared to a fond 
0 At length, on the cloſe of a ſummer's exening, 

he chanced to paſs through the Strand, and 
obſerving a vaſt ingreſs and egreſs of divers of 
each ſex, at a certain houſe, his curioſity 


prompted him to enter. 


* Here he beheld] 4 motley tribe, of beings, 


; 5 s 7 4 5 | bye 


with various cquntenanges, geſtures, and, em- | 
.ploys.; Some inflamed with; liquor wete denoun- 
-cing horrid judgments on themſelves and others, BN 
| ſome immerſed in ſenſeleſs ſtupidity appeared as |} 
| -beings without thought or reflection, ſone were 
| encountering with the moſt; profligate Whores, | 
in the moff profligate: diſcourſe, and others 
makipgꝭ aſſignations for amoraus alliance. 
Theſe ſtrange ſcenes induced him to ſit 
down, call for bis bowl, and ſtay to the 
full extent of his: uſual time, from bis lodg- 
Ing. — 5 | 3 20 
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Ina Hy Kina: urged by the ſame fatal eu- 
ey he repaired to the ſame fatal houſe, 
where an unnhappy female attracted his 1 5 
and capweated his mind. | Na 

Derermined however to maintain his repu- 
tation, ſhe in vain attempted to allure him to 
her embraces ſeveral nights after each other; 
being not only ſenſible of the ſuſpicion he 
ſhould incur, but alſo of the danger inevita- 

tably reſulting from ſuch intercourſe with A 
proſtitute, _ 
© Nevertheleſs he kept up a cringe; 
viſited her at her appartments, and came once 
or twice a week in queſt of her to this houſe. 
As he was tyed to an, hour, and therefore 
- obliged to quit theſe ſcenes which now: be- 
came agreeable to him, he began to repine at 
his fituation in life, which laid ſuch reſtraint *' 
on his conduct, ad determined to allow himſelf | 
2 greater ſcope of pleaſure. _ 

He was then on the approach to a pretty 
-Foftute, bequeathed him by an induſtrious fa- 
ther who died in his infancy, and he therefore 
began to indulge the proſpect of enhanced 1 _ 
"ſure without reftriftion, 

As reſorting ſuch places commonly produce : 
intemperance, he frequently” went home. 
much diſguiſed in liquor, which was at 
length reported to his worthy patron, who 


ſent for, gently reproved and diſmiſſed him 


with an aſſurance; that on promiſe of refor- 
mation, paſt conduct mould be * in obli- 
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7 "T's" generous behaviour e him to 
abandon that part of the town, which had al- 
ready proved ſo injurious to his character; and 
he again purſued his ſtudies with renewed ala- 
erity. 0 | 
But alas ! the Hmperuofity: of paſion ang abs 
lurements of vice ſoon conquered the refolu- 
tions of reaſon and. virtue, and my unfortunate 
friend returned to his former courſe. _ 

His old companions in debauchery welcomed 
bim on his arrival, laughed at his fooliſh de- 
ference to friends, and took every means to at- 
tach him to their pernicious practices. ö 
Wholly devoted to vice and folly, and 

tempted by the little fortune to fall to him 

within a month, without the knowledge of his 

friends or alſigning the leaſt cauſe, he quitted 

his ſtudies, and betook himſelf to a life or un 

y reſtrained pleaſure. 4 
His afflited parent, and node friends] im- 
portunately ſollicited his return; but deaf to 
their entreaties, he rather accelerated his career 
to mifery and poverty, nor allowed himſelf a 
pauſe in his progreſs towards the goal of ruin. 
_ Having received his fortune, much of which 
was exhauſted by debts previouſly contracted 
on various accounts, he became not only a dupe 
to his own paſſions, but to thoſe ſharpers which 
in this town are always ready to trapan tne 


- _unihinking youth. The circle of his acquain- 


tance. with both ſexes now enlarged, and his 
expences in proportion; infomuch that within 
the compaſs of a year his ready caſh” was ex- 


pended, and he was obliged to have recourſe 
f to 
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to mortgage on his little eſtate, and from thence 


to abſolute ſale, ſo that in about three years 
he was diſencumbered of the whole. His for- 


mer miſtreſſes now eyed him with reſerve, his 
former companions affected indifference, and 
many with whon he had paſſed hours of jol- 
| lity, had forgotten both his name and face. 


Thus bereft of his fortune and abandoned by 
his pretended friends, he ſtrolled from place to 
place, and often ſauntered to the Park to count 


the trees for 2 dinner. Being at length redu- 


ced to a ſtate of abſolute want, like the pro- 


digal fon, he returned to his doating parent, 


Who leceived him with all the warmth of ma- 


ternal affection, arrayed him in decent ap- 


parel, and furniſhed him with every requiſite 


for the retrieval of his former ſituation, 


Affected by this indulgent treatment, he pro- 
miſed ſubmiffively to apply to his injured pa- 


tron, and if he could obtain his favour, re- 
ſume his regular courſe of life. | 


But ſee the infatuation of vice and folly ! 
notwithſtanding his experience of the fatal con- 
ſequences of a diſſolution of morals, not only 


in the loſs of reputation, but griping penuty 


itſelf; he had no ſooner the leaſt power of 
taſting the baneful vices, than his impetu- 
ous deſires e him to the purſuit of 
them. 

As his finances were but fall; he could 


only- ſee enough to inflame his defires, Which 


as he could not accompliſh, he at length de- 


termined on a Taree exploit, and accordingly 


embarked | 


— 


* 


(83) 
embarked in a privateer, amongſt the very refuſe 
of mankind. | 
| Here he found ſome companions who owed 
their ſituation to the ſame cauſe with himſelf, 
and daily joined with him in lamenting the day 
they were ſeduced to enter the habitation or re- 
ſort of harlots. 

As he had now much time for reflection, 
he frequently ruminated on his paſt life, the 
conſequence of folly and extravagance, and 
the abject ſtate to which he had reduced him- 
„ felt. 

Happily he eſcaped the loſs of life and limb; 
and once more returned to his native country, 
and the careſſes of the moſt indulgent of parents, 
Nor was his inclination to vicious purſuits 
abated by a former ſeries of hardſhips and dan- 

gers, as he diſcovered in many inſtances the 
ſame defires as before, though the means for ac- 
compliſhing them were wanting, ſo that his ab⸗ 
ſtinence was no virtue. 
At length his unhappy mother, through dis. 
appointment in her expectations of the con- 
duct and fate of her ſon, added td an aſthmatic 
diſorder, cloſed the ſcene of life, and left my 
unhappy friend to roam at large through ne 
dreary maze of an inhoſpitable world. 

Time and misfortunes at length brought bin 
to ſerious reflection, and though through much 
pain and induſtry he procures a ſubſiſtence for 
| himſelf and little family; he paſſes not a day 
without repining at his former unhappy fate, 
reſulting rat an incident apparently 9 

but 
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but productive of a conſtant ſource of diſ- 


quiet. 
Since theſe and TIS Bs nes from the 


reſort of ſuch houſes, we have been ſomewhat 
prolix, in reciting a caſe, which our country 
readers may rely on as matter of fact, and 


Which we hope will eſſectually diſſuade many 


from the proſecution of ſuch deſtructive mea - 
ſures. 

The ſtranger cannot oakk any of the ſtreets 
of this ſcat of luxury, wi out being expoſed to 
the temptation of lewd women either in paſting, 
or from the windows, Through the force of 
White and red paint, and the glaring of a few 
tawdry rags, they ſome of them appear at a 
diſtance deſirable objects, and have thereby | 
allured to their embraces many innocent, 
inexperienced®* countrymen, who have had 
reaſon to rue their unfortunate captivity. 8 
HBeſides theſe dangers to which the honeſt 
countryman muſt be expoſed from this quar- 
ter of the town, he will likewiſe at night be 
liable to the inſults of banditti, whoſe. buſineſs 


it is to ſeek occaſion to quarrel, abuſe, and, 


thereby draw him before. a Juſtice, and extort 


money by falſly ſwearing he was aggreſſor. 
The very officers of juſtice have availed 


themſelves of the ignorance and timidity of A 


ſtranger, . whom they have apprehended, car- 
' ried to a round-houſe, and obliged to fee them, 


to obtain diſmiſſion, though detained N 


to all law. of reaſon or the nation. 5 


In ſhort, ſo numerous. and various are the 


s fraud and allurements practiſed, as 
| well 


/ 


„ 
well as the inſults, abuſes and villainies com- 
mitted on the perſon of a ſtrange countryman; 
that when on this enchanting ground, we 
would admoniſh him to tread with the ut noſt 
precaution, to maintain a conſtant guard on 
his paſſions and temper, and not to de en 
travagantly fond of any amuſement, or ob- 
ject that may preſent itſelf to his notice and oh- 
ſervation. _.. | et 
' - Having thus led our readers through a dit- 
mal wilderneſs, and ſhewn them what kind 
of wild beaſts range therein, as well as related 
many occurrences and cuſtoms we preſume - 
worthy the attention of the ſtranger and coun-: 
tryman; we ſhall inſtanee ſome of the prevail- 
ing follies of the times, and ſubmit the abſurdi- 
ty of them to the bar of reaſon and deciſion 
of manly ſenſe. 5 ” | 
With reſpeCt to garb or dreſs, many are fa 
ridiculouſly extravagant, that this ſingle ar- 
ticle engroſſes moſt of their time, money, and 
thoughts. Perſons of quality and refined taſte, 
dreſs three or four times a day, and are ſo fond 
of exotic fopperies, that not only moſt trades 
in the ſtate, but moſt nations in the world are 
concerned in their equipage. There is allo in 
this town a kind of butter- fly ſparks, or inſig- 
nificant inſects, that flutter about a year or two, 
and are afterwards forced to creep into holes 
and corners, in a garb as contemptible, wretch- 
-ed and loathſome, as the former was ſplendid, © 
fulſome and ridiculous. 8 
_ - This practice, vain and fooliſh as it is, 
has been adopted by Rr, to their utter. 
| rain 


* 


advertent conduct. - 


ruin, who having expended their fortunes in a 


few gaudy trappings, in order to make a figure / 
{as they term it) become the contempt and 


-ridicule of the whole town. There is alſo an 


Epicurean fect, a ſort of nice palated ſparks, 
who can reliſh nothing but dainties, and deſpi- 


ſing the unadulterated productions of their na- 


tive clime, as common fare, affect a taſte for 
ſtudied mixtures, coſtly ſauces, and foreign de- 


licacies. | 


Theſe have frequently indulged their luxuri- 
ance of taſte with delicious morſels, till they | 
have wanted food convenient for the ſupport of 


nature. | 


Others in this town affect the character of 


being generous and ſociable by making coſtly 


treats and entertainments ; I have heard a fool 
boaſt of having expended a hundred pound on 
an evening's entertainment for a few friends, 
who after all only contemned and ridiculed his 
prodigality. F ͤ 
The extremity of this folly has frequent! 

appeared in the expences of giddy woah 
on jilts and courtezans, whom they have 
indulged in every whim of dreſs, and caprice 


* 


. of taſte, that pride can ſuggeſt, or luxury ex- 


cite. . . 
Such perſons are beneath even pity, and we 
cannot, when reduced, but ſeem to grudge 
them, the very huſks to which their penury 
confines them, and wiſh them ſuch a fate, as 
might deter the reſt of mankind from their in- 


b 


„„ 
By theſe reflections I would not inculcate 
mean and narrow principles, as I deteſt all 
moroſeneſs of temper and ſingularity of beha- 
viour, and heartily recommend a decent garb, 
and genteel, friendly entertainments, upon pro- 
per occaſions, as equally neceſſary and com- 
mendable in gentleman ; but to prevent coun- 
try people of property from being  hurtied into 
a a compliance with the fooliſh cuſtoms, which 
prevail in this town, to the diſgrace and im- 
poveriſhing of thoſe who practiſe them. 
Of all the follies and fallacies which reign. 
in London, none is more glaring than affec- 
tation. By this term I underſtand, according 
to the definition of 2 modern dramatic writer, 
endeavouring to impoſe ourſelves on the world, 
for what we are not; or ſtriving to be, what 
we are perſuaded we cannot. "Phere is not in 
human life ſo trite a character as this, as every 
man entertains a good cpinion of himſelf, and 
is thereby induced to think of himſelf more 
highly than he ought; ſo many are prompted 
dy dreſs or ſome extra mark, to give them- 
ſelves an air of * conſequence, which they 
vainly imagine intitles them to a general eſteem. 
In promiſcuous companies I have frequently 
known a ſharper taken for a gentleman, and 
the maſter of a puppet-ſhew for a man of 
feience; ſo deluded are moſt perſons by ap- 
pearance. VVV CE 
A great wig and ſignificant ſtrut have long 
_ compoſed a phyſician, and the apothecaries 
and very quacks follow the example. Divinity - 
with reſpect to the garb of many of its pro- 
VV E feſſors, 
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coat, and gaudy ſword- knots 


(88) 
feſſors, ow + 1 our young clergy wear- . 
ing ſmart curling locks, and prim ſtocks, more 
becoming ravern waiters than chen of the 
people 
This folly of 1 prevails i in 5 AR 
more particularly, becauſe through its vaſt ex- 
tent and the multitude of its inhabitants, per- 
ſons can carry on a diſguiſe with more plau- 
i:bility, than in towns where the character and 
circumſtances of individuals are minutely en- 
quired into. Hence it comes to paſs that ſo 


many vain, unthinking fops have maintained a 
ſplendid appearance, the title of eſquire, and its 


aitendant dignities for a few months, and 
then ſneaked from the bailiff's clutches, and 


bilked all, on whoſe credulity they could im- 


poſe by a little outfide ſhew and gaudy PE... 
rade. % 


I therefore eſteem it Sandal a6 my deſign, | 


to admoniſh country perſons of both ſexes, 


'0 beware of this deluſion of affectation, nor 
ijvdee of any. perſon here by appearance. 
Though molt by affectation gratify their pride, 


many ſubſerve their intezeſt, indeed wholly 


live by it. Theſe are like painted whores, 
who when bereft of their diſguiſe, diſplay a 
figure odious to the beholder. 
D he ſimplicity of ſtrangers unaccuſtomed to 
foppery, irduces them frequently to catch at 
the bait laid for them by the enſnaring of both 
ſexes. Plain John is liable to be deluded. by 
the pomp of a train, or glare of a necklace, 
nor is-honeſt Sue always, proof again t a laced 
on 


*% 


(89) 

On the other hand, villains frequently per- 
petrate acts of injuſtice, not only under the 
maſk of ſimplicity, both in dreſs and beha- 
viour, but even, under the very ſanction of 
religion. We have here many perſons ſcru- 
pulouſly punctual in the forms and ceremonies 
of religion; great' church-goers would not 
ſwear an oath on any account, (qualities good 
nin themſelves) but follow them into the world; 
weigh their actions in the ballance of juſtice, 
bring them to the ſtandard of right and wrong, 
and you will find their religion meer affec- 
tation, their devotion an - abſolute lye, and 
their preciſeneſs downright hypocriſy. 

Such is the prevalence of infidelity on the 
one hand, and fanaticiſm on the other, that 
with all our religion, more ſets of which 
there never were, than at this time, common 
honeſty ſeenis baniſhed, and God-like bene» 
volence to have deſerted every breaſt. 
In a word, fair as things may appear to a 
ſuperficial . eye, this epitome of the world 
called London, will afford the minute inſpec- 
tor but a diſmal ſcene, in which he will diſ- 
cover power oppreſſing merit, [riches over= 
ballancing honeſty, and, affectation trampling, 
on {umplicity. y. 

zuch is the prevalence = power and parade, 

that merit of character is with great difficulty 
aſcertained, eſpecially in a place where 415 
and atifice are daily practiſed. Writers may be 
poſſeſſed of genius in an equal degree, yet appear 
in different lights. Slender virtues may be highly 
Keren, becauſe they abr incertain places. 
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or before certain perſons. Many exercife ex- 


alted virtues in obſcurity. I remember a 
worthy country gentleman, painted at court. 
in the blackeſt colours, who at the ſame time 
was extremely beloved in the country. The 
reaſon was, that the country people among 
whom he chiefly refided, had no correſpon- 


dence at court, and therefore his reputation, 


extended no farther than his pariſh; whereas 


ſome potent perſons againſt 'whoſe oppreffions 
he dcfended the common people, were inti- 


mate with principals at the capital. On the 


other hand, to verify our remark, concerning 


characters, we find many who are generally 
hated in their own country, paſs for angels 
nome capital,” © 35 

lf we would really enquire into a man's 
character, we ſhould repair to the place of 


bis abode, and there procure information, not 
from his ſuperiors on the ſpot, but from his 


neighbours of equal rank, with whom he 
las lived in his own natural manner. Daily 
experience Mews how wretchedly we are im- 


poſed upon by the atteſtations of people au- 


thorized to characterize another man's virtues, 


or abilities, and that we therefore can only 


F 


whom he lives free and unreferved. 


have a man's true character, from thoſe with 


own, 


is an implicit compliance with what is called 
taſte, and faſhion. ' Though taſte in the ab- 
ſtract, may appear but a trivial thing, yet 
whoever examines hiſtory and mankind, will 
find it a main ſpring of buſineſs and action. 
„ Concerning 


(97) 


: Concerning taſte, we may form a right judge- 


ment from children, who generally delight in 
milk and fruits which nature ſupplies it plenty, 
whence it may be inferred, there is a native 
gagreeableneſs in ſuch things, Moſt grown 
_ . perſons are ſo debauched by cuftom, faſhion, 

and fancy, that they rather eſteem things ac- 


cording to acquired prejudice and habit, than 


according to genuine goodneſs. We are often, 


by the ſcarcity and price of things, induced to 


deſpiſe what nature has marked for good, and: 


produced in abundance. We contract an 
averſion to things obtainable with eaſe or ſmall 


expence, and cultivate a fondneſs for worſe 


that are dear, and obtained with difficulty. 


Tea is more faſhionable than milk, becauſe 
of the differ ence of price. | Vegetadle produe- 


tions of China, and other Eaſtern countries, Ls 


taſte fine; for the long . voyager cofts to pro- 
cure it them; and men generally fancy dear 
things muſt be good. Nor is falſe taſte Jeſs 
glaring in this town, in dreſs and behaviour. 
If the Prince was to walk upon ſtilts, his 
courtiers would follow him, and maintain 

the practice to be genteel and rational. Men 
accommodate themſelves to the uſe of bad 
taſted things, and troubleſome habits, in order 
to be diſtinguiſhed frem the vulgar, 
- Surely nature and reaſon have preferibed 
the rule of medium, which directs à juſt value 
on every thing, and forbids an immoderate 
attachment to any. Decency declares it ab- 


furd in the fair ſex, by ſhort garments to ſhew | 


their very knees, and orconomy+ exelaims 


againſt - | 


— ond ere 


jurious to commerce, friendſhip and ſociety ; 


ta) 


_ againſt trailing the ſtreets with rich brocades- 
It is equally prepoſterous in the other ſex, 
to wear garments which hardly cover their 
poſteriors, or ſuch as ſcarcely diſcover their 


By theſe brief remarks on taſte, I mean not 
to encourage a ridiculous affectation of ſingu- 


_ larity, as that of the two follies is the worſt ; 
but to prevent an implicit compliance with 
every ridiculous cuſtom or opinion, that may 


be broached by any fool of quality, capri- 
cious coxcomb, or flirting coquette, 


The laſt folly, incident to this town, I ſhal 


mention, is caballing and embarking with 
parties and factions. If a man reflects ſeri- 


ouſly on the fallibility of human nature, the _ 


effect of prejudice, and bias of intereſt, he 


will not immaturely decide in favour of any 
opinion, ſect or party. A man over ſanguine 


in this reſpect, indicates a want of underſtand- 
ing, or incurs a ſuſpicion of venality. Beſides, 
a perſon over- zealous in promoting the cauſe of 
a party is generally negligent in thoſe affairs 
which immediately relate to himſelf, and to 
which, if he attends not, he will be unable 
to diſcharge many relative duties incumbent. 
upon him. I have known many worthy. men 
ruined by cabals and faCtions, who by ſerving 
parties, both with their time and property, 
have deſtroyed their own connections and 
credit, and at laſt been treated with the baſeſt 


ingratitude. 


Such cabals are in the higheſt degree in- 


as 


(3n)- 


as they evidently tend to inflame the mind, 
"Deep goud faith between men, and kindle 


diſcord in thoſe breaſts, which were before 


the ſeats of perfect harmony. In ſhort, party 
connections can never improve the mind, 
nor obtain any ſolid good, while they gene- 


rally incur much detriment both in point of 


temper and property. 
Having thus**$hibited' a conciſerview of 


the men and things of the town, I preſume it 
will not be foreign to our purpoſe, to add a 


few genual directions to ſuch perſons as may 
be diſpoſed to viſit it, either for amuſement 
or employ; as much caution is necellary, not 
only on their arrival, but alſo previous: to their 
departure from the country. 

With reſpect to the man of fortune, his 
moſt important concern, is the diſpoſal of 
his eſtate. This is the grand baſis upon which 
all the reſt of his affairs muſt move; ſo that 
- unleſs that is left to the conduct of a ſkilful 
and honeſt perſon, whatever ſucceis he may 
have in town, it will not compenſate for the 
loſs he muſt inevitably ſuſtain, - 

To ſettle this important affair with moſt 


eaſe and, convenience to himſelf, leaſt trouble 


to his friends and ſervants, and greateſt fatiſ- 


faction and advantage to his tenants and neigh- 


bours, it will be neceflary in the firſt place, 
that he be his own auditor, take a monthly 
ſurvey of his reſpective accounts, ballances 
his expences with his receipts, and proportion 
both according to the amount of his revenue. 
Some of our gentry look upon this AS a re- 


flection 


„ 


(94) 
flection upon their characters, and imap ine 
that the over- ſight of their eſtates is not only 
à tedious employ, but a derogation from their 
dignity ; but to the man of real honour and 
conſience, it is rather a diverſion, and an ad- 
vantageous method of diſpoſing of thoſe ſpare 
hours, which, unoccupied, would be burt en- 
ſome, inconvenient, or expenſive. 
His next concern muſt be te procure, if 
poſſible, an honeſt ingenious man for a ſteward, 
one that will neither be tempted by avarice 
or intereſt, nor ſeduced by neceſſity to betray - 
bis concerns, or embezzle his effects. He 
ſhould be neither moroſe in temper, nor 
rigorous to his tenants; yet watchful to keep 
them within the moderate bounds of their 
leaſes and agreements; and above all, careful 
to reſtrain them from running too far in 
arrears, which commonly terminates not only 
in the ruin of themſelves, but the loſs and in 
convenience of the landlord. 
A ſteu ard ſhuuld- be remarkable for Aires 
government of himſelf, and his own affairs; 
he ſhould be a tolerable maſter of accounts, 
und well verſed in the art of agriculture, | 
and the method of country dealing; but above 
all, he ſhould be diveſted of (eltiſbneſs, and 
. mercenary deſigns, and actuated by Principles 
of juſtice, huwanity, and gratitude. = 
A provident houſe-keeper will alſo be re- 
quiſite, who ſhould be difcrzet, faithful, affa- 
ble, modeſt, meek and compaitionate ; and 
free from the little vanities of goffiping and 


| tale beating, too common to her ſex. Her 
1 maſters 


— 


i V 
maſters houſe ſhould be her only empire, and 
the peaceful government of it her higheſt 
ambition; ſhe ſhould have no ends, nor buſi- 
neſs of her own to divert her mind, but be 
conſtantly vigilant in obſerving and reſtraining 

the irregularities of the family, hot more by 
her advice and reproof, than the precedent of 
her decency and moderation. If the country 
gentleman could thus furniſh himſelf, (which 
indeed will be very difcuii,) he might then 
ſolace himſelf with the conſideration, that 
- when he had tired himſelf with the vices and 
follies of the town, his affairs at home being 
in a good ſituation, he could return and re- 
poſe himſelf with ſatisfaction out of the reach 
of its noiſe and hurry. . 
The next thing worthy the conſideration 
of the country gentleman, is to manage him- 
„ ſelf with ee and 3 when he 
comes to, town. He has been ſhewn already 
the rocks he is moſt liable to ſplit upon, and 
the vices, follies, and dangers, to which he 
will be perpetually expoſed as a gentleman and 
a ſtranger. I (hall therefore wave thoſe al- 
ready mentioned, and offer him a few ad- 
monitions, which I hope will neither be un- 
acceptable or unprofitable. The firſt point 
of advice I would enforce, is not to hurry 
— himſelf into the - ſociety of ſtrangers. This 
we have repeated again and again; as the 
_ generality of the miſchiefs- of this town derive 
their origia from that fource. I alſo again 
ad moniſn him not to take men and things upon 
truſt, but firſt to weigh them ſoberly and de- 
1 . 8 libe rate ly, 


11 


„ 


Iiberately, to bring them home to the tri 


bunal of reaſon, conſcience and experience, 
betore he paſſes judgment, or make option. 
This town. is moſtly ſwayed by falſehood and 
contradiction, or by faction and intereſt, ſo 
that if he takes things nakedly, without com- 
paring them with the rules of truth and pro- 
bability, he will be ſubject to endleſs falſe- 
hoods and impoſtures. 

i Wöuld alſo remind him of his character, 


5 birth, education and eſtate, and if he 


conſiders himſelf as a gentleman, not nominal, 


but real, he will doubtleſs deport himſelf con- 


ſiſtently with that title, and regulate his be- 
haviour, by the unerring maxims of e 


and juſtice. 
With reſpect to ladies of fortune, as it is 


cuſtomary for them to receive good tuition 


in the country, they may form a tolerable idea 
of the nature of this town; ſuffice it there- 
fore, to admoniſh them not to value the fop- 
peries and pleaſures of it, in an inordinate 
degree, but to beware of the devices and 
intrigues of rakes, fortune-hunters, &c. 5 
Perſons of inferior rank of both ſexes, will 
be more liable to the fallacies of an enſnaring 


town, as from their ſituation in life, they are 


deprived of that knowledge of it which reſults 
ee reading and converſe; but it is preſumed 
that a preciſe adherence to the rules we have 


laid down, and obſervation of the various 


arts, cheats, and tricks we have detected and 


* expoſed, will prenenge⸗ their falling a prey to 
e 


pan * 
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the ſame, and enable them to render a town viſit 


both amuſing and profitable. 5 
We would eſpecially diſſuade country per- 


+ Tons of all ranks from harbouring the leaſt de- 


fire of quitting a. rural reſidence, for the noiſe, 
'hutry and confuſion of a city life. — 
Any perſon of reflection cannot behold, with- 
out much concern, ſo many ſtately buildings 
mouldering into ruin in divers parts of this king- 
dom for want of inhabitants. „ 
If the rural inhabitants urge diverſions as a 


plea for preferring a town-reſidence; we may 
certainly with juſtice reply, that hunting, 


fiſhing, fowling, and the like, are noble and 


magly recreations, and do not cloy nor ſatiate, 


but are ſtill improving and growing daily more 

- delightful, They are not ſpent or waſted by 
_ fruition as ours are, for the more they are 
purſued, the more they entertain and gra- 
HBeſides, it will be neceſſary to conſider the 
expences which inevitably reſult from the pur- 
ſuit of the pleaſures of this town; whereas thoſe 
of the country are free and open, and derived, 


as it were, from the general grant of nature. 


Add to this, that all the pleaſures of the town 
may be run through in the narrow ſpace of 
two or three days; which done, you do but 

traverſe the ſame fooliſh road, and tread the ſame 
. Rage over and over again, and whatcan be more 


ungrateful to an ingenious, enquiring mind, 


than the dull repetition of the ſame ſcen® ? If 


theſe remarks are weighed in the ballance of 


| 
; 
! 
1 


me ] 

fober reaſon, their ſalutary effects need not be | 
doubted. „ Sons 8 
If educationis the pretended motive, I would ]J 
aſk what kind of education is ſought after in : 
Tn! © 3 „ 

A genteel and liberal one may be obtaired 
in the country, and every neceſſary qualifica- 
tion for a tradeſman or a gentleman, . 

Thoſe perſons who hope to improve in every 
uſeful or ornamental branch of education ſhould 
embrace the precious opportunities of quiet and 
ſedateneſs, which cannot be expected in a noiſy 
town, the very bane of ſtudy and meditation. 

In the country, all things are generally calm 
and ſtill; there you have fewer cares to 
and torment the mind, and fewer dangers to 

affright and diſcompoſe you. There are no 
hurryings nor ſcramblings, no countermining of 
one another; but all the buſy actors are inno- 
cently and induſtriouſly proceeding in their 

proper ſtations, and as far almoſt as the human 
nature is capable of, huſhed into perfect re- 


ſe. N 
856 ely none of my country friends can think 
of theſe ſuperior advantages, and retain their: 
giddy reſolution of quitting them all for the ſake 
uf a noiſy paltry city, _ „„ 
I uam ar from adviſing any to a recluſe liſe; 
J grant that muſic, dancing, fencing, and the | 
like, are very proper amuſements to paſs away 
an idle interval; but I would not have ra 
preferred to ſuch purſuits as tend to aggrandize 
the mind, and enoble the foul, 
| There 


— 


(98). T 
There is but one thing within the compaſs : 
> | of my knowledge, by which this town can | 
improve your education; I mean in point of 
converſation. If you was well ſettled both in 
judgment and principle, if you could run 
through the different ſocieties and humours of 
it without being infected or ſeduced by them, 
and withal, could extract from them ſome good 
morals and uſeful obſervations, theſe conſidera- 
tions might juſtify a viſit to London; but to 
leave buſineſs to the management of ſervants, 
and your houſe and gardens to go to ruin; come 
up hither and waſte your time and money, 
meerly under pretence of better company, di- 
verſion and education, than your own country 
can afford you, is ſuch a mixture of folly and 
madneſs, as cannot fail to expoſe you to pity, 
feorn and wonder. 85 
If the deſire of company prompts any to ex- 
change a country for a city life, let me aſſure 
them, from long experience, they'll ſoon find | 
themſelves deceived in their expectations. They 
may form what chimerical notions they pleaſe 
concerning the men and things of this town, 
but if they fondly imagine, that it exceeds, the 
country in theſe qualities which are the orna- 
ments of human nature, they are greatly mil. 
taken. lt in reality is ſo corrupt and degene- 
rate, and ſo exceedingly overrun with vice and 
| folly, that little improvement can be expected 
from the ſociety found in it. There are, indeed, 
as in all places, ſome perſons whoſe company 
and converſe tend to the edification of their 
aſſociates; but theſe are fo rare, and withal 
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ſo hard to be diſcerned, and come at by a 
ſtranger, that much time may be ſpent in fruit- 
leſs ſearch, I can aſſure him, for my own part, 
that after many years unavoidable reſidence in 
town, the expence of much money, and loſs of 
much time; there are very few within the 
_eircle of my acquaintance of whom I can con- 
fidently rely, and with whom I can familiarly 
converſe. | „ 5 
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perſon can propoſe to himſelf any advantagè from 
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gas they are, and not as he would have 
them; and if he has ſenſe enough to diſ- 
piſe them, he will incur the character of 
a proud, ill- natured, unmannerly country fel- 
low. | Ts | og 
Now upon the whole, if the advantages of 
= a country life are ſet in oppoſition to thoſe of 
a town reſidence, reſpecting the health of the 
body, and the improvement of the mind; it only 


— 


remains to determine which on a ſolid founda- 
tion is moſt eligible? With reſpect to health, 
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will not admit of controverſy, not only as it © 
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I 
is clear air, and the ſalutary exhalations of the 
earth are productive of the fame, but alſo as in 
general perſons in the country are not ſo liable 
to debaucheries of every kind, as they are in a4 
depraved town, becauſe whatever may be their 
inclination, there are not ſo many various pre- 
N Sens. ES 
With reſpect to the improvement of the 
mind, it is undeniably. evident, that indiſpoſi- 
. tion of body always affects the mental facul- 
ties, impedes their exertion, and caſts a gloom 
cover thought in general; whereas health ex- _ 
pands the reaſoning powers, prompts their exer- 
ciſe, and accelerates invention. 
| Noiſe and hurry alſo tend to perplex the 
mind, baniſh ideas, and confound ſtudy ; where= _ 
as ſolitude and retirement unbend the ſoul, alſiſt "= 


FF IG. «6 


: 


the memory, and enlarge conceptions © 
Beſides, in all parts of the kingdom, there are 
men of probity, genius and learning, who, aſſured 
of the truth of 'whatT am endeavouring to prove, 
have fixed on a little rural ſpot to enjoy the 
bleflings of health and reflection, and paſs life, 
retired from the buſtle of carping mortals, in 
? ſweet ſolitude, and delightful contemplation. 7 
Io ſuch as theſe you may repair, with theſe 
you may converſe with pleaſure and advantage, 
from theſe you will certainly reap the higheſt, 
inſtruction. N 1 50 
If ſuch conſiderations carry with them any 
weight, ſurely we need not pauſe a moment 
„ ieee, © 5 ͤ /l 
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( 98 ) 
The country life moſt as far exceed that of 
the town as health is preferable to ſickneſs, 
the mind'to the body, pleaſure to pain, or ſub- 
ſtance to ſhadow. 

It only remains to aſſure our country friends, 
that they may rely on the truth of the ſeveral 
deſcriptions and definitions comprized in this 
little work, that the characters arg drawn 
from life without addition or extenuation, and 
that the admonitions aroſe from a real concern 
for the welfare of mankind, and their progreſs 
in knowledge and virtue. wherein conſiſts the 
true happineſs, and ſupreme dignity of Denen 
nature. 
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